


In this J uly 20,1969 photo made available by NASA, astronaut Buzz Aldrin, lunar module pilot walks on the surface of the moon during the Apollo 11 extvavehic ular 
activity. 
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Plan to slow Western 
wildfires would 
c lea r strips of la nd 



In thisj uly 30, 2018, file photo, fiiefighbeis control the Tbllgate Canyon file as it bums near Wan- 
ship, LRah. 


By BRADY McCOMBS 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — The 

Trump administration is pro¬ 
posing an ambitious plan 
to slow Western wildfires 
by bulldozing, mowing or 
revegetating large swaths 
of land along 11,000 miles 
(17,700 kilometers) of ter¬ 
ra in in the West. 

The plan that was an¬ 
nounced this summer and 
presented at public open 
houses, including one in 
Salt Lake City this week, 
would create strips of land 
known 'fuel breaks" on 
about 1,000 square miles of 
land (2,700 square kilome¬ 
ters) managed by the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Manage¬ 
ment in an area known as 
the Great Basin in parts of 
Idaho, Oregon, Washing¬ 
ton, California, Nevada 
and Utah. 

The estimated cost would 
be about $55 million to 
$192 million, a wide range 
that illustrates the variance 
in costs for the different 


types of fuel breaks. Some 
would completely clear 
lands, others would mow 
down vegetation and a 
third method would replant 
the area with more fire-re¬ 
sistance vegetation. 

It would cost another $18 
million to $107 million each 
year to maintain the strips 
and ensure vegetation 
doesn't regrow on the strips 
of land. 

Wildfire experts say the pro¬ 
gram could help slow fires, 
but it won't help in the most 
extreme firesthat can jump 
these strips of land. The 
breakscould also fragment 
wildlife habitat. 

An environmental group 
callsitan ill-conceived and 
expensive plan that has no 
scientific backing to show it 
will work. 

A U.S. Geological Survey re¬ 
port issued last year found 
that fuel breaks could be 
an important tool to re¬ 
duce damage caused by 
wildfires, but the agency 
cautioned that no scientif¬ 


ic studies have been done 
to prove their effective¬ 
ness and that they could 
alter habitat for sagebrush 
plantsand animal commu¬ 
nities. 

The Bureau of Land Man¬ 
agement says it has done 
about 1,200 assessments of 
fuel breaks since 2002 and 
found they help control 
fires about 80 percent of 
the time. 

The stripsof land that would 
be 500feetorlesswould be 
created along highways, 
rural roadsand otherareas 
already disturbed such as 
right of ways for pipelines, 
said Mario Draper, the 
Bureau of Land Manage¬ 
ment's supervisory project 
manager for the Idaho 
Great Basin team. 

"They won't prevent fires, 
but they should reduce the 
costs of having to battle 
major blazes because fuel 
breaks reduce the intensity, 
flame length and spread of 
fires and keep firefighters 
safe, Drapersaid. 

It cost about $373 million 
over the last decade to 
fight21firesthatwere larger 
than 156 square miles (404 
square kilometers) on lands 
managed bythe bureau in 
Utah, Nevada and Idaho, 
according to a report ex¬ 
plaining the proposal. 

"It gives us a chance to get 
in front of it and put fires out 
more quickly,"Drapersaid. 
Western wildfires have 
grown more lethal be¬ 
cause of extreme drought 
and heat associated with 


climate change and by 
housing developments 
encroaching on the most 
fire-prone grasslands and 
brushy canyons. Many of 
the ranchers and farmers 
who once managed those 
landscapesare gone, leav¬ 
ing terrain thick with veg¬ 
etation that can explode 
into fla mes. 

"The proposal is out for pub¬ 
lic comment and pend¬ 
ing environmental review. 
If approved, some of the 
land could be cleared as 
soon as next year while 
other projects could take 
several years, she said. 

The plan comes after Presi¬ 
dent Trump last December 
issued an executive order 
last December calling on 
the Interior Department to 
prioritize reducing wildfire 
riskson public lands. 

"This proposal doesn't in¬ 
clude U.S. National Forest 
Service lands. Most states 
have their own separate 
plans for fire prevention, 
which sometimes include 
thinning of forests. 

"These fuel breaksare a use¬ 
ful tool if used along with 
other wildfire prevention 
methodsthatcan keep fire¬ 
fighters safe rand potential¬ 
ly help out in broad scopes 
of land because they are 
long and thin, said Lenya 
Quinn-Davidson, the area 
fire adviser for University 
of California Cooperative 
Extension. "They can espe¬ 
cially helpful by providing 
perimeters for prescribed 
bums. But they must be in 


Associated ness 

the right places and don't 
stop fires, she said. 

David Peterson, an ecol¬ 
ogy professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Washington and 
former federal research 
scientist, said the plan will 
likely produce mixed suc¬ 
cess slowing down fires 
But Peterson said the plan 
will not help with extreme 
fires that produce embers 
and flames that jump over 
these fire breaks. He said 
the risk of fragmenting im¬ 
portant habitat and harm¬ 
ing animals like sage grouse 
is real. "The U.S. government 
must a Iso be committed to 
the chore of maintaining 
the areasorthe plan won't 
help and could open the 
door for more cheat grass 
to grow in, which fuels fires. 
'We are buying into a long¬ 
term commitment of fund¬ 
ing," Peterson said. 

Patrick Donnelly, the Cen¬ 
ter for Biological Diversity's 
Nevada state director, said 
the plan could break up 
habitat for sage grouse, 
deerand the Pygmy rabbit. 
He said the money would 
be better spent planting 
native seed and sagebrush 
to get rid of non-native 
pla nts that make fires worst. 
'This seems like the Interior 
is trying to demonstrate 
they are doing something, 
and they want something 
that is impressive to peo¬ 
ple, like: 'Look at us, we've 
bulldozed 11,000 miles of 
desert,"' Donnelly said. "Ulti¬ 
mately, this is a misguided 
effort.'O 
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Apollo 11 astronauts reunite on 50th anniversary of moonshot 



President Donald Turnip, accompanied by Apollo 11 astronauts Michael Collins, left; and Buzz 
Aldrin, right; and Bic "Rick" Armstrong, son of Neil Aimstrong, second from left; with Vice Resident 
Mike Pence and fiistlady Melania Tiump, speaks during a photo opportunity commemorating the 
50th anniveisary of the Apollo 11 moon landing, in the Oval Office of the White House, Friday, July 
19, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Whiter 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Ha. (AP) 

— Apollo 11 astronauts Buzz 
Aldrin and Michael Collins 
reunited Friday on the eve 
of the 50th anniversary of 
humanity's first moon land¬ 
ing. 

"They gathered in the Oval 
Office with President Don¬ 
ald Trump, who got a run¬ 
down on his administra¬ 
tion's plans to get astro¬ 
nauts back on the moon by 
2024and then onto Mars in 
the 2030s. 

"We're bringing the glam- 
ourback"to the space pro¬ 
gram, Trump said. 

Both sons of the late Neil 
Armstrong, the first man to 
step onto the moon on J uly 
20, 1969, also attended, as 
well as first lady Melania 
Trump, Vice President Mike 
Pence and NASA Adminis¬ 
trate rj im Bridenstine. 

The moon versus Mars de¬ 
bate as astronauts' next 
destination arose again Fri¬ 
day. 

The president asked if as¬ 
tronauts could get to Mars 
without first going back to 
the moon. 

Collins, 88, who circled the 
moon alone in the com¬ 
mand module while Arm¬ 
strong and Aldrin descend¬ 
ed in the Eagle, told the 
president that he supports 
going directly to Mars and 
bypassing the moon. 

"It see ms to me Mars direct, 
who knows better than 
these people?" Trump not¬ 
ed. 

Bridenstine, though, 

stressed the importance 
of the moon as a training 
ground and noted that 
because of the planetary 


alignment, launches to 
Mars can occur only every 
26 months and even then 
the trip is seven months 
each way. 

'What happens if you miss 
the timing? They're in deep 
trouble? Trump asked. 'You 
don't want to be on that 
ship." 

Aldrin, meanwhile, said he's 
disappointed with the state 
of human space explora¬ 
tion the past 10or 15years. 
'We were able to achieve 
so much early,"the 89-year- 
old said. 

Aldrin, whose specialty was 
orbital rendezvous, doesn't 
like NASA's idea fora small 
space station around the 
moon, called the Gate¬ 
way, from which to stage 
lunar landings and, even¬ 
tually, Mars trips. He noted 
that the Apollo 11 com¬ 
mand module and at¬ 
tached lunar module went 
straight into lunar orbit and 
even separated and red¬ 
ocked around the moon. 
'We have the No. 1 rocket 
rig ht now in the U.S. a nd we 
have the No. 1 spacecraft, 
and they cannot get into 
lunar orbit with significant 
maneuvering capability," 
Aldrin pointed out. 

Trump directed Bridenstine 
to listen to the "otherside." 
Aldrin and Armstrong, who 
died in 2012, landed on 
the Sea of Tranquility at 
4:17 p.m. on J uly 20, 1969. 
"Houston, Tranquility Base 
here. The Eagle has land¬ 
ed,"Armstrong radioed. 
Armstrong was the first to 
climb down the ladder, 
stepping onto the lunarsur- 
face at 10:56 p.m. His'That's 
one small step forma n, one 
giant leap for mankind," is 


arguably the most famous 
space line of all time. 

The vice president is com¬ 
memorating Saturday's an¬ 
niversary at Florida's Ken¬ 
nedy Space Center, visit¬ 
ing the launch pad where 
Apollo 11 blasted off. 
Museumsand townsacross 
the country geared up for 
their own golden anniver¬ 
sary celebrations, including 
Wapakoneta, Ohio, Arm¬ 
strong's hometown that 
wasserving up "cinnamoon 
pancakes" and "buckeye 
on the moon sundaes."The 
U.S. Postal Service, mean¬ 
while, issued its "1969: First 
Moon Landing" Forever 
sta mps Friday at Kennedy. 
NASA televised a two-hour 
show Friday afternoon re¬ 
membering Apollo 11 but 


also looking forward to 
its future moon plans. At 
the end of the program, 
Bridenstine revealed the 
new logo forthe moon pro¬ 
gram, called Artemis after 
the twin sister of G reek my- 
thology'sApollo. 

Besides Wapakoneta and 
Kennedy, the program 
went live to J ohnson Space 
Center in Houston, home 
to Mission Control; the U.S. 
Space and Rocket Cen¬ 
ter next door to Marshall 
Space Flight Center in 
Huntsville, Alabama; and 
the National Airand Space 
Museum in Washington. 

In Houston, Apollo 7 astro¬ 
naut Walter Cunningham 
said the moon landings will 
be remembered hundreds 
of years from now and 


Armstrong, in particular, will 
go down in history. 

"Here we are 50 years later, 
and I never in my life could 
have projected thisamount 
of interest and association 
with what we were doing 
back then," Cunningham 
said. 

In Wapakoneta, former 
astronaut Don Thomas re¬ 
called how he invited fel¬ 
low Ohioan Armstrong to 
one of his four space shut¬ 
tle launches in the 1990s 
Not only did Armstrong 
show up, Thomas said the 
moonwalker met with him 
the day before liftoff and 
promised to stickaround as 
long as it took the shuttle to 
fly. "It was the thrill of my life 
to have him there for the 
la unc h," Tho ma s sa id .□ 


Officials: U.& putting tioops back in Saudi Arabia 


By ROBERT BURNS 
AP National Security Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
Iranian military threats in 
mind, the United States is 
sending American forces, 
including fighter aircraft, air 
defense missiles and likely 
more than 500 troops, to 
a Saudi air base that be¬ 
came a hub of American 
airpowerin the Middle East 
in the 1990s but was aban¬ 
doned by Washington after 
it toppled Iraqi strongman 


Saddam Hussein in 2003. 
The Saudi Foreign Minis¬ 
try announced the basing 
agreement Friday without 
mentioning details. 

Senior American defense 
officials said some U.S. 
troops and Patriot air de¬ 
fense missile systems have 
already arrived at Prince 
Sultan Air Base, south of 
Riyadh, where the troops 
have been preparing for 
the arrival of aircraft later 
this summer as well as ad¬ 


ditional troops. The officials 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity in order to provide 
details not publicly an¬ 
nounced. 

The agreement hasbeen in 
the works for many weeks 
and is not a response spe¬ 
cifically to Friday's seizure 
by Ira n of a British ta nker in 
the Persian Gulf. Tensions 
with Iran have spiked since 
May when the Trump ad¬ 
ministration said it had de¬ 
tected increased Iranian 


preparations for possible 
attacks on U.S. forces and 
interests in the Gulf area. 

In a written statement Fri¬ 
day evening, U.S. Central 
Command said the de¬ 
ployments to Saudi Arabia 
had been approved bythe 
Pentagon. 

But it also introduces a 
political and diplomatic 
complication forthe Trump 
administration, accused 
by critics of coddling the 
Saudis even after the mur¬ 


der last fall of dissident 
writer Jamal Khashoggi 
by Saudi agents. Many in 
Congress now question the 
decades-old U.S.-Saudi se¬ 
curity alliance and oppose 
major new arms sales to 
the kingdom. Starting with 
the January 1991 air war 
against Iraq after its inva¬ 
sion of Kuwait the previous 
summer, the U.S. flew a 
wide range of aircraft from 
Prince Sultan airbase, origi¬ 
nally known asal-Kharj. □ 
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Labor nominee Scalia has long necoid of opposing tegulations 



In this Feb. 28,2017, file photo, Mauieen McCarthy Scalia, widow of Supreme CouitJ ustice Anto¬ 
nin Scalia, is recognized by Resident Dona Id Trump as her son Eugene Scalia, top left; applauds, 
during hisaddressto a joint session of Congress on Capitol hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SHERMAN, KEVIN 
FREKING and J ILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Eu¬ 
gene Scalia has a de¬ 
cades-long record of chal¬ 
lenging Labor Department 
and other federal regula¬ 
tions, as well as a famous 
last name. The combina¬ 
tion proved irresistible to 
President Donald Trump. 
Trump selected Scalia 
Thursday to be his new la¬ 
bor secretary. If formally 
nominated and confirmed, 
he'll join an administration 
that has moved aggres¬ 
sively to reverse regulations 
and workundera president 
who had repeatedly laud¬ 
ed Scalia's late father, J us¬ 
tice Antonin Scalia . 

The president announced 
the news on Twitter less 
than a week after his pre¬ 
vious secretary, Alexander 
Acosta, said he would re¬ 
sign amid renewed criti¬ 
cism of how, as a federal 
prosecutor, he handled 
a 2008 secret plea deal 
with wealthy financier J ef- 
frey Epstein. The financier 
was indicted this month on 
charges of sexually abusing 
underage girls and plead¬ 
ed not guilty. 

Friday was Acosta's last 
day on the job. Hisdeputy, 
Patrick Pizzella, will serve as 
acting secretary until Sc alia 
is confirmed. 

"Gene has led a life of 
great success in the legal 
and laborfield and is high¬ 
ly respected not only as a 
lawyer, butasa lawyerwith 
great experience" working 
"with labor and everyone 
else,"Trump wrote. 

Scalia, 55, served fora year 
as the Labor Department's 
top lawyer, its solicitor, dur¬ 
ing the George W. Bush ad¬ 
ministration. But most of his 
career has been spent asa 
partner in the Washington 
office of the Gibson, Dunn 
& Crutcher firm, where he 
has run up a string ofvicto- 
riesin courtcaseson behalf 
of business interests chal¬ 
lenging laborand financial 
regulations "Suing the Gov¬ 
ernment? Call Scalia!" was 
the headline on a 2012 pro¬ 
file by Bloomberg. 

His most prominent la¬ 
bor case helped undo an 
Obama-era rule to put 
stricter requirements on 


professionals who advise 
retirement savers on invest¬ 
ments. He also criticized 
a Clinton-era rule to pro¬ 
tect workers from repeti¬ 
tive stress injuries that was 
ultimately repealed early 
in the Bush administration. 
Scalia defended Boeing 
from a labor union lawsuit 
and fought on behalf of 
Wal-Mart against a Mary¬ 
land law aimed at improv¬ 
ing workers' health care. 
Scalia represented the 
Chamber of Commerce 
opposing rules requiring 
mutual fund companies to 
put independent overseers 
on theirboardsof directors, 
and insurance companies 
challenging the SEC's au¬ 
thority to regulate certain 
annuities with values tied to 
stocks Annuities are a sort 
of hybrid of insurance and 
investments. 

In 2016, he successfully ar¬ 
gued for removal of a des¬ 


ignation given to insurance 
giant MetLife by federal 
regulatorsthat would have 
brought stricter govern¬ 
ment oversight. The pro¬ 
cess of regulators select¬ 
ing certain large financial 
companies as "systemically 
important financial institu¬ 
tions" deemed 'too big to 
fail" was mandated under 
the 2010 Dodd-Frank Act 
that overhauled regulation 
of Wall Street and the bank¬ 
ing industry in the wake of 
the fina nc ia I c risis 
Scalia's record drew un¬ 
qualified praise from the 
chamber. "He is whip smart 
and knows the Depart¬ 
ment's mission and opera¬ 
tions well from prior service 
as solicitor," said Glenn 
Spencer, a seniorvice pres¬ 
ident. 

The American Securities 
Association, a trade as¬ 
sociation representing in¬ 
vestment banks, financial 


advisers, and wealth man¬ 
agers called Scalia a 'fan¬ 
tastic pick." 

Laborand consumeradvo- 
cateswere pessimistic that 
Scalia would serve theircli- 
ents' interest. 

"It's difficult to see how the 
lawyer who aggressively 
represented clients against 
one of the most important 
retiree protections rules of 
the Department of Labor 
in many, many decades 
is somehow going to flip 
180 degrees and become 
somebody who effectively 
protects worker and re¬ 
tiree interests," said Den¬ 
nis Kelleher, president of 
Better Markets, a financial 
industry and government 
watchdog. 

Mary Kay Henry, president 
of the Service Employees 
International Union, urged 
the Senate to reject Scalia. 
'The last thing working peo¬ 
ple need is another Secre¬ 


tary of Labor who sideswith 
corporate CEOs instead of 
hard-working Americans 
and makes it harder to join 
together in unions," Henry 
said on Twitter. 

If Trump was attracted to 
Scalia's record, he also has 
made no secretof hisfond- 
nessforthe Scalia family. 
Eugene Scalia accompa¬ 
nied his mother to Trump's 
first speech to a joint ses¬ 
sion of Congress in Febru¬ 
ary 2017, where they sat 
in a box for the president's 
guests She received a 
standing ovation when 
Trump introduced her. 
Maureen Scalia also was 
on hand atthe White House 
when Trump announced 
both of his Supreme Court 
nominees, Neil Gorsuch 
and BrettKavanaugh. 
During the presidential 
campaign, Trump repeat¬ 
edly praised the justice, 
who died in February 2016, 
and said, "lam looking to 
appoint judges very much 
in the mold of J ustice Sca¬ 
lia." Last year, Trump post¬ 
humously awarded the 
justice a Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, and Maureen 
Scalia was again at the 
White House to receive it. 
He remarked how Mau¬ 
reen Scalia had become 
a great friend to the Trump 
family and himself. 

When Bush nominated 
Eugene Scalia as the La¬ 
bor Department solicitor, 
unions howled in protest 
and Senate Democrats re¬ 
fused to hold a confirma¬ 
tion vote. Bush gave him a 
temporary, recess appoint¬ 
ment to the job. 

Even with strong Demo¬ 
cratic opposition again, he 
has a clear path to confir¬ 
mation in a Senate con¬ 
trolled by Republicans and 
stripped of the procedural 
requirement that nominees 
need 60 votes to proceed. 
He would be reunited in 
Trump's Cabinet with two 
formerbosses. Elaine Chao, 
now the transportation sec- 
re ta ry, wa s hea d of the La - 
bor Department when Sca¬ 
lia worked there. Fora time 
he was special assistant to 
Attorney General William 
Barr, during Barr's first stint 
in charge of the Justice 
Department in the early 
1990S.Q 
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Berkeley drops words like 'manpower 1 in pushto be inc lusive 



Pedestrians walk pasta manhole coverlbra sewerin Berkeley, 
Calif., Ihuisday, J uly 18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ and 
SAMANTHA MALDONADO 
Associated Press 
BERKELEY, Calif. (AP) — 

"There will be no manholes 
in Berkeley, California. City 
workerswill drop into "main¬ 
tenance holes" instead. 
Nothing will be manmade 
in the liberal city but "hu¬ 
man-made." And students 
at the University of Califor¬ 
nia, Berkeley, will join "col¬ 
legiate Greek system resi¬ 
dences" rather than frater¬ 
nities and sororities. 

Berkeley leaders voted 
unanimously this week to 
replace about 40 gender- 
specific words in the city 
code with gender-neutral 
terms — an effort to be 
more inclusive that's draw¬ 
ing both praise and scorn. 
That means "manpower" 
will become "human effort" 
or "workforce," while mas¬ 
culine and feminine pro¬ 
nouns like "she," "her," "he" 
and "him" will be replaced 
by 'they" and 'them," ac¬ 
cording to the measure 
approved Tuesday by the 
City Council. 

"The San Francisco BayArea 
city is known for its long his¬ 
tory of progressive politics 
and 'first of" ordinances. 
Berkeley was among the 
first cities to adopt curbside 
recycling in the 1970s and 


more recently, became the 
first in the U.S. to tax sugary 
drinks and ban natural gas 
in new homes. 

Berkeley also was the birth¬ 
place of the nation's free- 
speech movement in the 
1960s and where protests 
from both left- and right- 
wing extremist groups de¬ 
volved into violence during 
a flashpoint in the country's 
political divisions soon after 
President Donald Trump's 
election. 

Rigel Robinson, who gradu¬ 
ated from UC Berkeley last 
yea rand at23isthe young¬ 
est member of the City 
Council, said it was time to 
change a municipal code 
that makes it sound like 
"men are the only onesthat 
exist in entire industries or 
that men are the only ones 
on city government." 

"As society and our cul¬ 
tures become more aware 
about issues of gender 
identityand genderexpres- 
sion, it's important that our 
laws re fleet that, "said Rob¬ 
inson, who co-authored 
the measure. 

"Women and non-binary 
people are just as deserv¬ 
ing of accurate represen¬ 
tation." 

When the changes take ef¬ 
fect in the faII, aII city forms 
will be updated and lists 


with the old wordsand their 
replacements will be post¬ 
ed at public libraries and 
the council chambers. The 
changeswill cost taxpayers 
$600, Robinson said. 
Removing gendered terms 
hasbeen slowly happening 
for decades in the United 
States as colleges, com¬ 
panies and organizations 
implement gender-neutral 
alternatives 

California Gov. Gavin New¬ 
som's wife, Jennifer Siebel 
Newsom, changed a Sac¬ 
ramento political tradition 
by adopting the unofficial 
title 'first partner" instead of 
'first lady," saying it's more 
inclusive. The change re¬ 
flected Siebel Newsom's 
experience as an actress 
and filmmaker focused 
on gender politics and in¬ 
equality. 

But formalizing the shift in 
the sweeping way that 
Berkeley is doing ^"remark¬ 
able and sends a mes¬ 
sage, 1 ' Rutgers University 
linguistics professor Kristen 
Syrett sa id. 

"Anytime you're talking 
about something where 
gender is not the issue but 
you use a gendered term, 
that immediately sends a 
message of exclusion, even 
if it's a dialogue that has 
nothing to do with gender," 


said Syrett, who recently 
spearheaded an update 
to the guidelines on inclu¬ 
sive language for the Lin¬ 
guistic Society of America. 
For Hel Baker, a Berkeley 
home caregiver, the shift is 
a small step in the right di¬ 
rection. 

"Anything that dismantles 
inherent bias is a good 
thing, socially, in the grand 
scheme of things," the 
27-year-old said. 

"I don't, by any means, think 
this is the great champi¬ 
oning for gender equality, 
but you gotta start some¬ 
where," Bakeradded. 
Lauren Singh, 18, who grew 
up in Berkeley, approved 
ofthe move, saying, "Every¬ 
one deserves to be repre¬ 


sented and feel included in 
the community." 

Not everyone agreed with 
the new ordinance. Lara¬ 
mie Crocker, a Berkeley 
carpenter, said the chang- 
esjust made him laugh. 

"If you try to change the 
laws every time someone 
has a new opinion about 
something, it doesn't make 
sense. It'sjusta bad habitto 
get into," C roc ker sa id. 
Crocker, 54, said he would 
like c ity offic ia Is to focus on 
more pressing issues, like 
homelessness. 

"Let's keep it simple, get 
back to work," he said. 
"Let'sfigure out how to get 
homeless people housed 
and fed. He, she, they, it — 
they're wasting my time.'□ 


Service resuming after 7 New York City 
subway lines stopped 


NEW YORK (AP) — About a 
third of New York City's sub¬ 
way lines were suspended 
for more than an hour dur¬ 
ing a busy, hot Friday eve¬ 
ning commute, stranding 
some passengers under¬ 
ground and sending others 
searching for other ways 
home. 

The stoppage affected 
the No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 
trains that serve swaths of 
Manhattan, the Bronx and 


Brooklyn. It a Iso halted the S 
shuttle tra in that linksG ra nd 
Central Terminal and Times 
Square — two ofthe city's 
busiest stations. The Metro¬ 
politan Transportation Au¬ 
thority warned that there 
would still be "extensive de¬ 
lays" in the system, which 
serves more than 5 million 
people perday, even after 
service began to resume 
Friday night. It blamed the 
suspension on a network 


communications problem. 
The temperature was still 
91 degrees Fahrenheit (33 
degrees Celsius) on Friday 
evening when the stop¬ 
page happened, though 
meteorologists estimated 
that it felt like 100 degrees, 
leaving riders sweating in 
stopped trains with doors 
closed. The breakdown 
came as the city gears up 
forscorching temperatures 
throughoutthe weekend .□ 



A New York City subway train slowly arrives ata station nearthe 
World Trade Center, Riday, J uly 19, 2019 in New York. 

Associated Press 
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U.S, to send asylum seekers back to da ngeious pa itof Mexico 



In this Nov. 2, 2018, file photo, Yenly Morales,left, and Yenly Herrera, right; immigrants from Cuba seeking asylum in the United 
States, wait on the Brownsville and Matamoros International Bridge in Matamoros, Mexico. 

Associated Press 


By NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated ness 
HOUSTON (AP) — The 

U.S. government on Fri¬ 
day expanded its require¬ 
ment that asylum seekers 
wait outside the country 
to a part of the Texas Rio 
Grande Valley across from 
one of Mexico's most dan¬ 
gerous cities 

The Department of Home¬ 
land Security said that it 
would implement its Mi¬ 
grant Protection Protocols 
in Brownsville, Texas, across 
the border from Matam¬ 
oros, Mexico. DHS says it 
anticipates the first asylum 
seekers will be sent back to 
Mexico starting Friday. 
Under the so-called "Re¬ 


main in Mexico" policy, asy¬ 
lum seekers a re briefly pro¬ 
cessed and given a date 
to return foran immigration 
court hearing before being 
sent backacrossthe south¬ 
ern border. Since January, 
the policy has been imple¬ 
mented at several border 
cities including San Diego 
and El Paso, Texas. At least 
18,000 migrants have been 
sent back to Mexico under 
the policy, according to 
Mexico's National Migra¬ 
tion Institute. 

Ihe U.S. is trying to curtail 
the large flow of Central 
American migrants pass¬ 
ing through Mexico to seek 
asylum under American 
law. Ihe busiest corridorfor 
unauthorized border cross¬ 
ings is the Rio Grande Val¬ 
ley, at Texas' southernmost 
point. Other cities in the re¬ 
gion were not immediately 
included in the expansion. 
Ihe policy announcement 
came as groups of law¬ 
makers visited the region 
Friday to examine deten¬ 
tion facilities operated 
by the U.S. Border Patrol, 
including the processing 
center in McAllen, Texas, 
where hundreds of adults 
and children are detained 
in fenced-in pens 
Standing outside the pro¬ 
cessing center, Sen. Jeff 


Merkley of Oregon criti¬ 
cized conditions inside the 
facilities and other Trump 
administration programs 
cracking down on asylum 
seekers 

"We want them treated 
with dignity and respect as 
we would want our family 
members to be treated," 
Merkley said. 

U.S. Rep. Nanette Barragan, 
a California Democrat, 
tweeted that while visiting 
the processing center, she 
encountered a 13-year-old 
giri who was a U.S. citizen 
and had her passport with 
her. The girl was held with 
her mother despite the fa¬ 
cility being designed forim- 
migrantsin the U.S. without 
legal permission, not citi¬ 
zens, Barragan said. 

U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection did not respond 
to requestsforcommenton 
the family'scase. A spokes¬ 
woman for Barragan said 
her office was notified that 
the girl was released a few 
hours later, but the mother's 
status was unclear. 

DHS said it had coordi¬ 
nated with the Mexican 
government to expand its 
"Remain" policy. The Mexi¬ 
can government did not 
immediately respond to 
requests for comment. But 
the Trump administration 


has pressured Mexico to 
crack down on migrants, 
threatening earlierthisyear 
to impose crippling tariffs 
until both sides agreed on 
new measures targeting 
migration. 

Matamoros is at the east¬ 
ern edge ofthe U.S.-Mexico 
border in Tamaulipas state, 
where organized crime 
gangs are dominant and 
the U.S. government warns 
citizens not to visit due to 
violence and kidnappings 
The city is a Iso near where 
a Salvadoran father and 
his 23-month-old daughter 
were found drowned in the 
Rio Grande, in photos that 
were shared around the 
world. 

Many people have sleptfor 
the last several months in a 
makeshift camp near one 
of the international bridg¬ 
es, including families with 
young children. Thousands 
more stay in hotels, shelters, 
or boarding houses. Only 
a few migrants daily have 
been allowed to seek asy¬ 
lum under another Trump 
administration policy lim¬ 
iting asylum processing 
known as "metering." 

A list run by Mexican offi¬ 
cials has more than 1,000 
people on it, said Elisa Filip- 
pone, a U.S.-based volun¬ 
teer who visits Matamoros 


several times a week to 
deliver food and donated 
clothes. But many others 
not on the list wait in shel¬ 
ters. There are frequent 
rumors that migrants are 
shaken down for bribes to 
join the list, Filip pone said. 
She described a desper¬ 
ate situation that could 
be made worse if people 
are forced to wait longer 
in Mexico for their asylum 
claims to be processed. 

"I'm afraid that Matamoros 
is about to catch on fire," 
she said. 

Filippone said Friday that 
she saw the camp closest 
to one ofthe bridges being 
cleared away, though it 
was not immediately clear 
why or where the people 
detained would go. 

DHS recently implemented 
the "Remain" policy for mi¬ 
grants in Nuevo Laredo, 
across from Laredo, Texas 
About 1,800 asylum seekers 
and migrants are currently 
waiting in Nuevo Laredo, 
where some have reported 
being kidnapped and ex¬ 
torted by gangs. 

"I don't want to go out on 
the street. I'm afraid the 
same men ... will do some¬ 
thing to me or my boys," 
said one woman, insisting 
on speaking anonymously 
o ut of fe a r fo r the ir sa fety. 
People in Nuevo Lare¬ 
do were told to return in 
September for U.S. court 
dates. At other points of 
the border, wait times 
have stretched to several 
months. Unlike in criminal 
court, the U.S. government 
does not have to provide 
lawyers to people in the im¬ 
migration court system. At¬ 
torneys in South Texas have 
long questioned where 
they could meet with po¬ 
tential clients in Tamauli¬ 
pas Many migrants who 
get to the U.S. have ex¬ 
hausted all their resources 
by the time they a rrive, sa id 
Usa Brodyaga, an attorney 
who has represented asy¬ 
lum seekers fordecades. 

"It would be extremely dif¬ 
ficult for them to find attor¬ 
neys who would have the 
time and the ability and 
the willingness to expose 
themselves to what's going 
in Matamoros," she said. 
"I'm not sure how it's going 
to work. 
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Parents told they 
c ould lose kids over 
unpaid school lunches 

KINGSTON, Ffe. (AP) — A Pennsylvania school district 
is warning that children could end up in foster care 
if their pa rents do not pay overdue school lunch bills, 
"fhe letters sent recently to about 1,000 pa rents in Wy¬ 
oming Valley West School District have led to com¬ 
plaints from pa rents and a stem rebuke from Luzerne 
County child welfare authorities 
The district says that it is trying to collect more than 
$20,000, and that other methods to get parents to 
pay have not been successful. Four parents owe at 
least $450 apiece. 

The letter claims the unpaid billscould lead to depen¬ 
dency hearings and removal of their children for not 
providing them with food. 

'You can be sent to dependency court for neglect¬ 
ing your child's right to food. Ihe result may be your 
child being taken from your home and placed in fos¬ 
ter care," the letter read. 

After complaints, district officials announced they 
plan to send out a lessthreatening letter next week. 
Luzerne County'smanagerand child welfare agency 
director have written the superintendent, insisting the 
districtstop making what they call false claims. 

Their letter calls the district's actions troubling and a 
misrepresentation of how the Children and Youth Ser¬ 
vices Department and its foster care program oper¬ 
ate. 

Wyoming Valley West's lawyer, Charles Coslett, said 
he did not considerthe lettersto be threatening. 

"Hopefully, that getstheira ttention a nd it c erta inly d id, 
didn't it? I mean, if you think about it, you're here this 
morning because some parents cried foul because 
he or she doesn't want to pay a debt attributed to 
feeding their kids. How shameful," Coslett told WYOU- 
IV. 

The district's fed era I programs director, J oseph Muth, 
told WNEP-TV the district had considered serving pea¬ 
nut butterand jelly sandwichesto studentswith delin¬ 
quent accounts, but received legal advice warning 
against it. 

School district officials say they plan to pursue other 
legal avenuesto getthe lunch money, such asfiling a 
district court complaint or placing liens on properties. 
Forthe coming year, the districtwill qualifyforfunding 
to provide free lunchesto all students 
The district underwrote free lunches for four elemen¬ 
tary and middle schools during the 2018-19 year, and 
WNEP-TV said school officials suspect some parents 
did notpay their lunch billsasa form of protest.Q 


U.& judge denies bail for 
ex-Peruvian president Toledo 


By DAISY NGUYEN 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

U.S. judge on Friday denied 
bail for former Peruvian 
President Alejandro Toledo 
after prosecutors argued 
that he was a flight risk and 
pointed out officials found 
a suitcase with $40,000 in 
cash during hisarrest. 

"If the defendant were to 
flee, this would be a dip¬ 
lomatically significant fail¬ 
ure of the United States to 
live up to its obligations to 
Peru underthe (extradition) 
treaty," Magistrate Judge 
Thomas S. Hixson said be¬ 
fore ordering Toledo, 73, 
held pending an extradi¬ 
tion hearing scheduled for 
J uly 26. 

U.S. Marshals detained To¬ 
ledo at his Northern Cali¬ 
fornia home Tuesday on an 
extradition request. 

The ex-president is want¬ 
ed in his home country on 
accusations of taking $20 
million in bribes from Brazil¬ 
ian construction company 
Odebrecht. 

Toledo deniesthe charges. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Elise 
LaPunzina told Hixson that 
the cash and the fact that 
Toledo has ties to other 
counties made him a flight 
risk. She said his wife, former 
Peruvian first lady Eliane 
Karp, is from Israel, a coun¬ 
try that does not have an 
extradition agreement with 
Peru. 

Toledo's attorney, Joseph 
Russoniello, argued forthe 
former president to be re¬ 
leased on bail, saying he 
has deep ties to the San 



In this May 24,2017 file photo, Peru's former President Aleja ndro 
Toledo addresses the New Economy forum Globalization Dia¬ 
logues at the United Nations in New York. 

Associated Press 


Francisco Bay Area, where 
he came in the late 1960's 
to study economics. 
Russoniello said the cash 
was his wife's money, and it 
was being used to pay for 
the couple'sexpenses 
Karp declined to comment 
after the hearing, saying 
only the word "liars" in Span¬ 
ish as she walked out of the 
courtroom. 

Toledo wasPeru'spresident 
from 2001 to 2006 and has 
lived in California in recent 
years, defying orders from 
hiscountry'scourtsto return 
to Peru to face charges. 

He had been a visiting 
scholar at Stanford Uni¬ 
versity as recently as 2017, 
though the school has said 
it was an unpaid position. 
He earned a doctoral de¬ 
gree in education and 


two master's degrees from 
the university. In March, 
he was arrested in Menlo 
Park on suspicion of public 
drunkenness at a restau¬ 
rant but was released with¬ 
out charges Odebrecht in 
2016 acknowledged in a 
plea agreement with the 
U.S. Justice Department 
to paying $800 million to 
officials throughout Latin 
America in exchange for 
lucrative public works con¬ 
tracts. The scandal also has 
tainted the careersof other 
former presidents in Peru 
who are under investiga¬ 
tion fortiesto Odebrecht. 

In April, former President 
Alan Garcia killed him¬ 
self with a gunshot to the 
head as officers waited to 
arrest him on corruption 
charges^ 
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UKIawmakeis warn citizens' rights at risk in no-deal Biexit 



British lawmaker Layla Moian, second right; along with a cross-party delegation of British pariia- 
mentarians talk to journalists after meeting European Uhion chief Brexit negotiator Michel Bamier 
at the European Commission headquarteis in Brussels, Friday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


Associated ness 
BRUSSELS(AP) — British law¬ 
makers met the European 
Union's chief Brexit nego¬ 
tiator on Friday, seeking 
an iron-clad guarantee 
that the 1.3 million U.K. citi¬ 
zens in the bloc won't have 
their rights removed and 
their lives disrupted if Brit¬ 
ain leaves the EU without a 
deal. 

The rights of U.K. citizens 
living in the 27 other EU 
nations, and those of the 
more than 3 million EU citi¬ 
zens in Britain, are one of 
the thorniest issues of the 
Brexit negotiations. 

Their rights to live, work and 
study are protected under 
an agreement struck be¬ 
tween the two sides — but 
the divorce agreement has 
been rejected by Britain's 
Parliament, raising the pros¬ 
pect of a no-deal Brexit. 

The U.K. is due to leave the 
bloc on Oct. 31, and both 
men vying to take over as 
prime minister next week, 
Boris Johnson and Jeremy 
Hunt, say it's imperative 
that Brexit happens, with or 


without a deal. 
Conservative lawmaker 
Alberto Costa, who led 
the cross-party delegation 
that met EU negotiator Mi¬ 
chel Bamier in Brussels, said 
"if there's no agreement, 
there's no protection." 
"British nationals will poten¬ 
tially lose access to pension 


entitlement, lose access to 
health care entitlement, 
lose access to welfare enti¬ 
tlement and a whole gam¬ 
ut of other issues," he sa id. 
Talks between the British 
government and the EU 
on guaranteeing citizens' 
rights if the U.K. crashes out 
of the bloc have failed to 


produce a breakthrough. 
EU leaders insist the with¬ 
drawal agreement can't 
be chopped into chunks — 
Britain must accept all of it 
ornone. 

Some EU member states 
have said they will preserve 
Britons' rights, but only if the 
U.K. reciprocates Britain 


says all EU citizens living in 
the country can stay, but 
has not enshrined that right 
in law. 

"People assume it's fine, ev¬ 
erything's dandy . citizens' 
rights, of course they're go¬ 
ing to protect them, that 
goes without saying,"Costa 
said. "But we have no ex¬ 
traterritorial powers to pass 
legislation to protect Brit¬ 
ish citizens in the EU. That 
can only be done with an 
agreement with the EU." 
The winnerofthe contest to 
become Britain's next prime 
minister— widely expected 
to be J ohnson — is due to 
be announced Tuesday. 
Costa said whoever wins 
must ensure citizens' rights 
are upheld even if there is 
no Brexit deal. 

German Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel on Friday reit¬ 
erated the EU's long-held 
stance that it will not rene¬ 
gotiate the divorce agree¬ 
ment itstruckwith outgoing 
British Prime Minister The¬ 
resa May. 'The withdrawal 
agreement is the withdraw¬ 
al agreement,"she saidO 


Merkel defendsGeimanc limate moves as tally uigesaci ion 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right; smiles as she arrives for her annual sommer press con¬ 
ference in Berlin, Germany, Friday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By G EIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
defended her govern¬ 
ment's efforts to combat 
climate change on Friday, 
promising that her Cabinet 
will make "decisive" moves 
in September. 

As Swedish teen activ¬ 
ist Greta Thunberg joined 
thousands of young pro¬ 
testers in Berlin to urge 
policymakers to redouble 
efforts to combat climate 
change, Merkel said her 
government will decide 
Sept. 20on such mattersas 
whether and how to put a 
price on carbon emissions. 
The package, she told her 
annual summer news con¬ 
ference, "must be very well 
thought through." 

Merkel's "climate Cabinet" 
of senior officials held an 
inconclusive meeting on 
Thursday as the govern¬ 
ing coalition wrangles over 
what measures to intro¬ 
duce. 

Germany aims to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions 


by 55%by 2030 compared 
with 1990. 

The environment minister 
called recently for carbon 
taxes that could be used 
atleastin part to financially 
boost low-income house¬ 
holds, but there has been 
pushback from Germany's 
powerful auto lobby and 


lawmakers representing 
rural regions, where many 
rely on cars to commute to 
work. 

Several blocks away, 
speakers at a rally attend¬ 
ed by Thunberg under¬ 
lined the need for urgen¬ 
cy in combating climate 
change. 


Thunberg told the cheering 
crowd that adults haven't 
taken responsibility for the 
climate crisis and young 
people have had to take 
to the streets around the 
world — sometimes skip¬ 
ping school — in the Fridays 
for Future rallies. 

"I will never give up and I 


hope that you will not ei¬ 
ther because this is a ques¬ 
tion of life or death," she 
pledged. 

Merkel said Thunberg and 
her fellow protesters "have 
certainly pushed us to 
speed up." 

'The seriousness with which 
Greta, but also many, 
many young people, are 
pointing out to us that this 
is about their lives ... has 
certainly prompted us to 
approach the matter more 
purposefully,"she added. 
But she also argued that 
decisions that will have far- 
reaching implications can't 
be rushed. 

"Sept. 20 will be a very de¬ 
cisive day, and I think we 
can tell the students that 
we are working under high 
pressure," Merkel said. "But 
we are also taking new di¬ 
rections, and these new 
directions must of course 
be thought through so that 
we really know what we 
are doing and how we are 
doing it, and so we are rea¬ 
sonably certain that we will 
reach ourgoals'O 
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ICosovo PM resignsfollowing Hague ware rimescourt summons 





In this Fiiday, Dec. 3, 2004 file photo, Ramush Haiadinaj, right; former rebel commander elected 
Kosovo's Prime Minister, listens during the inaugural session of Kosovo's parliament in Kosovo's 
capital Ristina. 

Associated Press 


By FLO RENT BAJ RAMI 

LLAZARSEMINI 

PRISTINA, Kosovo (AP) — 

Kosovo's prime minister re¬ 
signed Friday after being 
invited forquestioning by a 
Hague-based court investi¬ 
gating crimes against eth¬ 
nic Serbs during and after 
the country's 1998-99 war. 
Ramush Haradinaj said he 
agreed to be interviewed 
at the Kosovo Specialist 
Chambers next week and 
didn'twantto appearthere 
as prime minister. However, 
he said he and hisCabinet 
would continue running the 
country until a new prime 
minister is chosen. 

"I considered that I cannot 
go to the questioning as 
head of the government," 
Haradinaj said at a news 
conference. 

Haradinaj urged Kosovar 
President Hashim Thaci to 
call an early parliamentary 
election and said he would 
be a candidate in hopes 
of regaining office. He 
said the special court sum¬ 
moned him as a suspect 
but also told reporters he 


wanted to run for reelec¬ 
tion "because I am not ac¬ 
cused." 

Kosovar President Hashim 
lhaci wrote on his Face- 
book page that he would 


take the necessary steps to 
install a new government. 
Haradinaj's government 
held together Cabinet was 
held with a delicate bal¬ 
ance in the 120-seat parlia¬ 


ment with some votes from 
the ethnic Serb minority 
partiestoo. 

Haradinaj, who became 
prime minister in Septem¬ 
ber 2017, said that while he 


thought the summons was 
politically bad for Kosovo, 
"I will respect the legal re¬ 
quest. I will go there. I will 
defend myself as a fighter 
of my country." 

The Kosovo Specialist 
Chambensand a separate 
Specialist Prosecutor's Of¬ 
fice were established in 
2015 based on war crimes 
allegations against the 
separatist Kosovo Libera¬ 
tion Army catalogued by 
the Council of Europe, a 
human rightsbody. 

A 2011 council report re¬ 
ported allegations that in¬ 
cluded the trafficking of 
human organs from prison¬ 
ers and killings of Serbs and 
KLA members'fellow ethnic 
Albanians 

The court, which is part of 
the Kosovo judicial system 
despite being based in the 
Netherlands, started ques¬ 
tioning former Kosovo fight¬ 
ers this year. Haradinaj was 
one of the top KLA com¬ 
ma ndersduring the war. 

He has been prosecuted 
for alleged war crimes and 
acquitted twice before. □ 


6 injured after gas explosion destroys New Zealand home 



This imaged made fiom a video, shows a damaged home following a gas explosion in Christ- 
c hurc h. New Zealand Friday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By NIC K PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Six people were in¬ 
jured and dozensof homes 
evacuated in the New Tea- 
land city of Christchurch 
on Friday after a huge gas 
explosion destroyed one 
home and damaged oth¬ 
ers. 

The explosion was felt far 
from the neighborhood, 
with some fearing it might 
have been an earthquake 
ora bomb. Footage of the 
aftermath shows the home 
was reduced to a pile of 
wood and rubble with 
flamescoming out. 

Several people who were 
inside the home at the time 
survived, including one 
who remained in Christ¬ 
church Hospital in a critical 
condition. Health authori¬ 
ties said four other patients 
remained in stable condi¬ 
tions while a sixth person 
had been discharged. 
Authorities confirmed it was 
a gas explosion although 
said they're still investigat¬ 
ing the cause. Relatives 


said the occupants had 
been having problemswith 
their gas fire. 

Neighbor Brad Culver, a 
U.S. citizen who has been 
living in New Zealand for 
eight years, told Television 
New ^aland he thought 
atfirst a plane had crashed 


and ran outside. 

'The house was in a com¬ 
plete pile of timber and 
rubbish, you couldn't even 
conceive that it was a 
house,"he said. 

'There was nothing left 
standing." 

Culver said he started pull¬ 


ing people out. 

'They all appeared to be 
O .K., they were in shoe k but 
had superficial cuts, bruises, 
that sort of thing. It didn't 
look like any life-threaten¬ 
ing injuries," he said. "Mira¬ 
cle, really a miracle." 
Another neighbor, Ann 


Gray, told the network 
she was standing at her 
kitchen bench just after 10 
a.m. when she felt what 
she thought was a massive 
earthquake. 

"I looked up and I could see 
all the stuff going up in the 
air so I came outside, it was 
all up in the air like it was 
huge and it was so high, 
bits of wood," she said, 
adding that "it took a while 
to come down, I thought it 
was going to come down 
on top of my house." 
Belinda Blanchfield told the 
news website Stuff that her 
parents along with other 
relatives and friends were 
inside the home at the time 
of the explosion. 

"It's our worst nightmare," 
she said. "My parents are 
the absolute kindest peo¬ 
ple ever." 

Blanchfield's husband Pad¬ 
dy Blanchfield told Stuff 
the occupants had been 
having issues with theirgas 
fire in recent days and had 
been awaiting repairs, al¬ 
though it was unclear if 
those had taken place.Q 
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Explosion outside Kabul University kills8, wounds 33 


By AMIR SHAH 
KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 

A powerful bomb explod¬ 
ed outside the gates of Ka¬ 
bul University in the Afghan 
capital on Friday, killing 
at least eight people and 
wounding 33, according to 
police and health officials. 
Several of the wounded 
were in critical condition, 
they said. 

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
the a tta c k, the la test to ta r- 
get Kabul. Both the Taliban 
and the Islamic State group 
often stage large-scale 
bombings in the city. The 
Taliban generally target 
Afghan forces and gov¬ 
ernment officials and the 
Islamic State also often at¬ 
tacks m ino rity Sh iites. 

The early morning blast a Iso 
set two vehicles ablaze al¬ 
though it wasn't clear if the 
attack was carried out by 
a suicide bomber or a re¬ 
motely detonated bomb, 
said Kabul police spokes¬ 
man FerdousFaramarz. 
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Afghan security Ibices stand guard nearthe site of an explosion in Kabul, Afghanistan, Biday, July 
19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


The casualty tolls were re¬ 
leased by the Health Minis¬ 
try spokesman, Dr. Wahidul- 
lah Mayar, who tweeted: 
"All the wounded patients 
were evacuated to our 


hospitals and have been 
receiving the required 
treatment." 

After initial reports of six 
dead, Mayersaid two peo¬ 
ple died of their wounds 


and that the number of 
wounded rose to 33, follow¬ 
ing reports from hospitals 
around the city. 

The university compound 
houses several hostels 


where many students stay 
over the summer, attend¬ 
ing classes and working 
on research projects. The 
university is co-ed and has 
women attending classes 
alongside men, something 
the Taliban oppose, saying 
they accept education for 
women but that it should 
be segregated. 

Though Friday is the start of 
the weekend in Afghani- 
stan, Massoud, an econom¬ 
ics professor at the univer¬ 
sity who like many Afghans 
uses only one name, said 
that several lawyers were 
taking their exams to be¬ 
come judges when the ex¬ 
plosion occurred. It wasn't 
immediately clear if the 
lawyers were the target. In 
recent months, at least two 
professors at Kabul Univer¬ 
sity with alleged links to Af¬ 
ghanistan's Islamic State af¬ 
filiate have been arrested, 
and last year the wall that 
surroundsthe university was 
emblazoned with graffiti 
reading, "Long Uve Daesh," 
the Arabic name for the Is¬ 
lamic State group.Q 


Suda nese opposition seeks postponement in dea I with milita ry 



Gen. Mohammed Hamdan Dagalo signs a power sharing doc umentwith Sudan's pio-democ racy 
movement and the ruling military council in Khartoum, Sudan, Wednesday, J uly 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By NOHA ELHENNAWY 
CAIRO (AP) — Sudan's pro¬ 
democracy movement is 
seeking to postpone the 
signing of the second and 
possibly more contentious 
part of a power-sharing 
agreement with the coun¬ 
try's military, saying Friday 
that it needs more time to 
resolve differences among 
its membersoverthe deal. 
The first part of the deal 
was signed earlier this 
week, marking a significant 
step forward amid simmer¬ 
ing tensions between the 
protest movement and the 
country's military, which in 
April ousted longtime auto¬ 
crat Omar a l-Ba shir. 

The two sides were expect¬ 
ed to meet Friday, negoti¬ 
ate and subsequently sign 
the so-called constitutional 
declaration that defines 
how much power each 
would have in the transi¬ 
tional period until elections 
are held in Sudan. 

Some leaders of the pro¬ 
democracy movement 
flew to Ethiopia on Friday 
to meet with leaders of the 


Revolutionary Front, an alli¬ 
ance of rebel groups who 
are also members of the 
pro-democracy coalition. 
The Revolutionary Front 
had rejected the deal 
struck with the military ar¬ 
guing it failed to meet their 
demandsforthe peace. 


'The Revolutionary Front 
was present in all talks 
from the beginning. Its 
representatives pulled out 
only from the last two ses¬ 
sions," said Ahmed Rabie, a 
leaderofthe Forcesforthe 
Declaration of Freedom 
and Change, a broad- 


based coalition including 
independent professional 
unions, traditional political 
parties and other groups 
that represent protesters. 
"We will try to understand 
their viewpoint." 

For decades, Sudan has 
been convulsed by rebel¬ 


lions in the provinces by 
ethnic and religious minori¬ 
ties who felt marginalized 
or oppressed by the Khar¬ 
toum government, which 
is dominated by northern 
Sudanese Arab Muslims 
The Revolutionary Front in¬ 
cludes rebel groups from 
Darfur as well as Blue Nile 
and South Kordofan states. 
Rasha Awad, editor of the 
online Sudanese newspa¬ 
per Alta ghyeer, said a tran¬ 
sition to democracy iscon- 
tingent upon the achieve¬ 
ment of peace with these 
armed groups 
'The lack of peace always 
justifies the overblown role 
of the military and security 
bodies as well as the elimi¬ 
nation of civil liberties," she 
said. 'Throughout Sudan's 
histo ry, a II a tte mpts of d e m- 
ocratic rule were aborted 
because they were not 
preceded by the achieve¬ 
ment of peace." 

Sudan's government 
fought a decadeslong 
wa r in mostly C hristia n a nd 
animistSouth Sudan until its 
secession in 2011. □ 
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J apan summons SKorean envoy Id protest wartime labordispute 



Japan's Foreign Minister Taro Kono meets with South Korean Ambassador to Japan Nam Gwan 
Pyo, front right; atfbreign ministry in lokyo Friday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARJ YAMAGUCHI 
Associated ness 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan's 
foreign minister on Friday 
summoned South Korea's 
ambassador and accused 
Seoul of violating interna¬ 
tional law by refusing to join 
in an arbitration panel to 
settle a dispute over World 
Warllforced labor. 

The neighboring countries 
are quarreling over South 
Korean court decisions or¬ 
dering Japanese compa¬ 
nies to compensate vic¬ 
tims of forced labor during 
Japan's 1910-1945 colonial 
rule of the Korean Penin¬ 
sula. 

Foreign Minister Taro Kono 
said after summoning Am¬ 
bassador Nam Gwan-pyo 
that Japan will 'take nec¬ 
essary measures" against 
South Korea if interests of 
Japanese companies are 
harmed, without giving de- 
ta ils. 

Their talks were held in an 
icy atmosphere, briefly 
turning confrontational. 

"It is extremely problematic 
that South Korea is one¬ 


sidedly leaving alone the 
situation that violates the 
international law, which is 
the foundation of our bilat¬ 
eral relationship," Kono told 
Nam. 'The action being 
taken by the South Korean 


government is something 
that completely overturns 
the order of the interna¬ 
tional community since the 
end ofthe World Warll." 
Kono urged Seoul to im¬ 
mediately take action to 


stop the court process, un¬ 
der which the plaintiffs of 
the lawsuit are preparing 
to seize assets ofthe J apa- 
nese companies, including 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industry. 
Nam defended his gov¬ 


ernment and mentioned 
Seoul's proposal of creating 
a jointfund asa wayto set¬ 
tle the dispute. Kono raised 
his voice, saying Tokyo had 
already rejected the idea. 
He also criticized the am¬ 
bassador for being "rude" 
to suggest it again. 

Japan says all compensa¬ 
tion issueshad been settled 
under the 1965 bilateral 
agreement and that the 
South Korean government's 
lack of intervention to 
stop the court process is a 
breach ofthe international 
treaty. Tokyo is considering 
taking the issue to the Inter¬ 
national Court of Justice, 
although some officials say 
South Korea is expected to 
refuse going to court. Tokyo 
may seek damages from 
South Korea in case assets 
of Japanese companies 
are seized, Japanese me¬ 
dia have reported. 

In Seoul, a 78-year-old 
South Korean man died 
hours after setting himself 
ablaze near the J apanese 
Embassy on Friday, police 
said .□ 


Thai court accepts complaints against PM, opposition leaders 



In this photo token on Tuesday, J uly 16, 2019, Thailand's Prime Minister Piayuth Chan-ocha ges¬ 
tures alter a group photo with hiscabinetmembeisatthe government house in Bangkok, Thai¬ 
land. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Thai¬ 
land's Constitutional Court 
accepted complaints 
against the prime minister 
and two opposition party 
leaders Friday in casesthat 
could disqualify them from 
office. 

The court said it has ac¬ 
cepted a complaint 
against Prime Minister Pra- 
yuth Chan-ocha sent by 
110 members of Pa rlia ment 
who seek his disqualifica¬ 
tion because he held an¬ 
other government position 
asjunta leader. 

The court also said in the 
statement that it accept¬ 
ed complaints against two 
leaders of the Future For¬ 
ward Party, Thanathom 
J uangroongruangkit and 
Piyabutr Saengkannokul, 
who are accused of at¬ 
tempting to overthrow the 
constitutional monarchy. 
The court allowed the de¬ 
fendants 15 days to submit 
theirarguments but did not 
indicate when itwould rule. 
The courts in Thailand have 
regularly ruled in favor of 


the conservative establish¬ 
ment that includes the mili¬ 
tary. 

Prayuth led a military coup 
in 2014 and oversaw the 
junta that enacted new 


electoral laws giving him 
an advantage in March 
elections. It virtually assured 
he would continue lead¬ 
ing the government since 
the prime minister would 


be chosen in a joint vote 
by the elected House and 
the appointed Senate. 
He was elected in June 
by a vote of 500 to 244 
for Thanathom. Piyabutr, 


the Future Forward Party's 
secretary-general, said in a 
Facebook post late Friday 
that his pa rty is not trying to 
overthrow the constitution¬ 
al monarchy and alleged 
that the military coup had 
undermined Thailand's sys¬ 
tem of government. 

The Constitutional Court 
said it would not suspend 
Prayuth while it considers 
his case because he does 
not pose a damaging 
threat and because the 
complaint did not seek his 
suspension. 

In May, the court blocked 
Thanthom from taking his 
seat in Parliament after it 
agreed to considera case 
over whether he violated 
a rule against lawmakers 
holding shares in media 
companies. 

Thanathom has said he 
is not guilty because the 
shares were transferred be¬ 
fore he contested the elec¬ 
tion. However, the court 
said it was suspending him 
because his potential guilt 
would obstruct the House's 
work.Q 
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Navy brass, low budget blamed forArgentina sub tragedy 



In this undated file photo provided by toe Argentine Navy showsan ARA Sanjuan, a German-built 
diesel-electric vessel, nea r Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Associated Ftess 


By DEBORA REY 
Associated ness 
BUENOS AIRES, Aigentina 
(AP) — An Argentine leg¬ 
islative commission has 
concluded that the sinking 
of a submarine with all 44 
crewmembers was caused 
by the inefficiency of naval 
commanders and budget 
limitations, discarding theo- 
riesthe vessel was attacked 
orhit by a ship. 

In a report released Thurs¬ 
day, the legislators also 
questioned the handling 
of the crisis by Defense 
Minister Oscar Aguad and 
President Mauricio Macri, 
who the commission said 
showed a "low level of in¬ 
volvement with everything 
related to the tragedy." 

The ARA San Juan disap¬ 
peared on Nov. 15, 2017, 
in the South Atlantic as it 
sailed back to its base at 
the port of Mardel Plata af¬ 
ter participating in a train¬ 
ing exercise. The wreckage 
wasn't found until almost 
a year later at a depth of 
800 meters(2,625 feet) east 
of Patagonia's Valdes Pen¬ 


insula. The discovery was 
made by a ship from the 
U.S. company Ocean Infin¬ 
ity, which had been hired 
to search. 

'The hypotheses that the 
submarine was attacked 
by a foreign warship, hit 
by a fishing vessel or was 


performing secret tasks 
outside of jurisdictional wa¬ 
ters have been discarded," 
said the commission, which 
was made up of lawmak¬ 
ers from different parties, 
including the governing 
party. 

The report pointed to bud¬ 


get limitations in recent 
years as contributing to 
the disaster as well as 'the 
failure to update technolo¬ 
gies and maintain a mini¬ 
mal level of maintenance 
based on hours of use that 
produced a growing dete¬ 
rioration" ofthe submarine. 


The navy 'tried to continue 
to fulfill its ordered missions 
with increasingly reduced 
budgets. It accepted as 
normal operating under 
conditions that were far 
from optimal for the task," 
the report said. 

The government did not im¬ 
mediately commenton the 
report. 

The night before the sub¬ 
marine disappeared, the 
crew reported that the en¬ 
try of water into the venti¬ 
lation system had started 
a fire in one ofthe battery 
tanks The vessel surfaced 
and continued sailing. Its 
captain reported the next 
day that the situation was 
controlled and that he was 
preparing to descend to 40 
meters (131 feet) to assess 
the damage and recon¬ 
nect the batteries. Noth¬ 
ing more was heard from 
the submarine. "Fires in the 
battery ta nks of subma lines 
are very serious accidents 
... the issue was underesti¬ 
mated by the entire chain 
of command" of the navy, 
the commission said.Q 


B Salvador judge oideisnewchaigesibrEI Mozote massacre 



In this photo distributed by human rights organization Cristosal, formerdefense ministerj ose Guill¬ 
ermo Garcia talks to journalists as he leaves the couitalong with Rafael Flores Lima, Ibtmerhead 
of aimed forcesand Jesus Gabriel Contreras, former head of operations for armed forces, in San 
Francisco Gotera, El Salvador,Thursday, July 18, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By MARCOS ALEMAN 
Associated ness 
SAN SALVADOR, B Salvador 
(AP) — A judge ruled Thurs¬ 
day that 17 former mem¬ 
bers of El Sa Iva d o r's milita ry, 
including ex-leaders of the 
armed forces, will also face 
charges of torture, forced 
disappearance and forced 
displacement related to 
the 1981 El Mozote mas¬ 
sacre, a gruesome point in 
the country's civil war. 

The new charges en¬ 
compass alleged crimes 
against humanity stem¬ 
ming from the incident in 
the early years of the con¬ 
flict, according to the ruling 
in San Francisco Gotera, a 
town northeast ofthe capi¬ 
tal. The defend ants already 
were on trial on charges 
that include murder, rape, 
theft and terrorism. 

Four of the 17 weren't in 
court because of illness or 
travel outside El Salvador. 
None are being held, but 
the court said Thursdaythat 
the defendants must stay in 
the country. 

The government and insur¬ 


gents signed a peace ac¬ 
cord in 1992 to end the 12- 
year war, which killed more 
than 75,000 people. 

The massacre in the village 
of El Mozote, 75 miles (120 
kilometers) from San Salva¬ 


dor, took place over three 
days in Dec ember 1981.The 
Atlacatl battalion, which 
was trained in counterin¬ 
surgency tactics in the U.S., 
set out to find guerrillas but 
ended up killing civilians 


The official death toll was 
989, including farmers and 
children. Many ofthe vic¬ 
tims' bodies were thrown 
into a church that was 
burned to the ground. In 
one mass grave, forensic 


analysts found 136 skeletal 
remainsof children who av¬ 
eraged 6yearsofage. 

A 1983 report by the United 
Nations Truth Commission 
blamed the massacre on 
Col. Domingo Montemosa, 
comma nderofthe Atlacatl 
battalion; Col. Armando 
Azmitia, and six other of¬ 
ficers who were never put 
on trial because of an am¬ 
nesty law. Monterrosa and 
Azmitia died at El Mozote 
in 1984 when a helicopter 
in which they were flying 
exploded when fired on by 
guerrillas. 

Among those facing new 
charges are former De¬ 
fense Minister Jose Guill¬ 
ermo Garcia; retired Gen. 
Rafael Flores Lima, a former 
head ofthe armed forces; 
and retired Gen. Juan Ra¬ 
fael Bustillo, former leader 
ofthe airforce. 

Bustillo has repeatedly 
claimed his innocence 
and petitioned the judge 
that he not be required to 
come to court for fear of 
being harmed by the vic¬ 
tims' fa milies.O 
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Hooked on Seafood 



PALM BEACH — For sublime seafood in Aruba go to the island's FYemieie Seafood 
restaurant Aqua Grill. Ibis seafood-heaven place is already a statement for years 
with a consistency in upscale dining and top service. If you like to savoryoursea- 
food, this is your plunge. We promise you that you will get hooked. 

The glow of Aqua Grill is obvious by entering the restaurant. The eclectic of a 
modem and a traditional New England fish house style appeal and the open-view 
kitchen addsto the thrill. Let'ssee whatison the menu. Deep down delicious sea¬ 
food is what you are craving for and that is exactly what you will get. Welcome in 
the theatre of the sea, let us enterta in you. 

The Core 

Secretly, we all know that the success of a restaurant has its core in the kitchen. 
That is where the chef creates his magic and for Aqua Grill the culinary team won 
a range of awards for their continuous delivery of haute-cuisine del mar. Classic 
seafood is mingled with contemporary ideas resulting in surprising dishes that soon 
made the restauranta must-dine, confirmed by established travel media special¬ 
istslike Fedor's. 





Aqua Grill invites you to gethooked onthe langestraw bar 
of the island and dive into the wine list of over one hun¬ 
dred selected choices Local and international catches 
create an impressive menu including snapper, grouper, 
mahi-mahi, Chilean salmon, sashimi tuna, Main lobster 
and Alaskan king crabs. Non-seafood optionsare part of 
the menu selection as well. Many locals and visitors are 
already a regular, we are convinced you want to join 
that group after your first experienced 



Aqua Grill 

J .E. Itausquin Blvd. 374 
Phone: +297-586-5900 
Rax: +297-586-5901 

Follow them on: Racebook - Instagiam - website 
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Aruba Symphony Festival 



ORANJ ES1AD — The Aruba Sym¬ 
phony Festival and Academy is 
an international event where ev¬ 
ery year, first-class musicians from 
around the globe make Aruba their 
destination. During these 12 inten¬ 
sive days of music-making, guest 
artists and students from more than 
15 countries give the happy island 
an unforgettable experience with 
full-house concerts, workshops, 
conferences and classes led by 
celebrated international artists. 
Most of these concerts are FT3EE, 
some have a small admission and 
NBA/ is that the festival offers VIP 
pac kages this year. This is an event 
you don't warrtto miss. 

Here's a views of the upcoming 
events 

SatundayJ uly 20thatCasdiCultura 
-Music byHeitorVilla-Lobos(Brazil) 
and Enrque Granados(Spain). 
Revero Trio consists of Venezuelan 
musicianswho have made a name 
for themselves in Aruba, having 


performed here many times in the 
past. Ana Maria Otamendi, pia¬ 
nist; Horacio Contreras, cellist and 
Simon Gollo, violinist. Three musi¬ 
cians with passion for their chosen 
profession. They will perform the 
"Piano Trio No.l in C minor" of the 
famous Brazilian composer Heitor 
Villa-Lobos. This piece consists of 
four movements and lasts 23 min¬ 
utes. 

After this, Randolph Kelly (violist) 
and Olivier Piguet (violinist) will join 
the trio for a quintet to interpret 
"Piano Quintet in G Minor, Op. 49" 
of the Spanish composer Enrique 
Granados. Although he died very 
young (48) Granados left many 
compositions of which Op. 49 
probably isamong the most popu¬ 
lar. The quintet underthe direction 
of Smon Gollo honors the compos- 
erand his work. This piece consists 
ofthree partsand will lastabout 15 
minutes 

Admission is FREE. There will be a 
donation box for you to show your 
appreciation for the Aruba Sym¬ 
phony Festival. The concert starts 
at 8 PM. 

Sunday J uly 21st at Cas di Culture 
starts at 11.00 AM 

More than ten students will partici¬ 
pate in the popularand important 
competition for the "Clyde Harms 
Scholarship". The winner of this 
event will be invited to participate, 
all expenses paid, at the 2020 
Aruba Symphony Festival and will 
have the opportunity to play solo 
accompanied by the Festival Sym¬ 




phony orchestra. The four previous 
winnerswere quite diverse: In 2015, 
the violinist Andrea Hughes from 
Salt Lake City. In 2016 it was the 
Colombian clarinet player XXXXX 
who won. In 2017 the 14 year old 
pianist from Temuco, Chile walked 
away with the prize and last year 
the winner was the even younger 
(13) violinist from San Cristobal, 
Venezuela, Daniela Perez. This year 
a 12yearold cellist from Colombia 
will be among the competitors. 

The jury of the competition is made 


up of masters and guest artists par¬ 
ticipating in the Festival. 

Sunday J uly 21st at Fbseo Heren- 
cia, starts at 8 PM - Music on the 
sheet! 

Three groupsare scheduled to take 
part: Cincopanda, Latin American 
Musicvv Ensemble and La vie en 
Corde 

For more about the program and 
the performers at the Aruba Sym¬ 
phony Festival 2019, visit www.aru- 
b a symp ho nyfestiva l.c o m.Q 



The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 

EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Rich¬ 
ardson of the Aruba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure to honor one of Aruba's 
loyal and friendly visitors as a Distinguished 
Visitor of Aruba. The Distinguished visitor cer¬ 
tificate is presented on behalf of the Minister 
of Iburism, as a token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba 10 years and mote 
consecutively. 

The honoree was Sandy Mayhew who has 
been visiting the island 11 years consecu¬ 
tively! 

This wonderful lady stated that she loves the 
island very much, especially for its safety, 
the year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, the island's beauty and Aruba's 
warm and friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson together with the representa¬ 
tives of the Divi Aruba Phoenix presented the 
certificate to the honoree and also handed 
over some presents and thanked her for 
choosing Aruba asherfavorite vacation des¬ 
tination and asherhome awayfrom home.Q 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play lor all qualified Club members 



Fun 4-Card BINGO starting at 1 pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Ploy 

$1,500 in Cash Prizes 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 



Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Colls or more $111 

Additional S5DD Cash Prize in our Monthly Early Bird Drawing when 
you purchase your card before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuis 1 Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The La 2 y Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Sou! Spa | The Collectables 


. v ^ » _ upen flatly I uam i to flam | j.l irausqmn otvd w% . 

CASINO AND shops 583.5000 (Kiwalhambro.com : ‘ 
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Divi Resorts ftomotes Peart Lake to General 
Manager of Divi Aruba Phoenix Reach Resort 

Peaii Lake takesoverthe position cunentiy held by 
retiring General ManagerGenitGriffith 



ORANJ ESIAD, ARUBA - Divi 
Aruba Phoenix Beach Re¬ 
sort is proud to announce 
that Rooms Division Man¬ 
ager Peart Lake will be the 
resorts next General Man¬ 
ager, effective August 1, 
2019, taking overthe posi¬ 
tion fbrmeriy held by Genit 
Griffith for 11 years. 

"I am ecstatic to become 
the General Manager of 
the Divi Phoenix," said Lake. 
"My goal in life has always 
been to make an impact 
in someone's life by bring¬ 
ing out the best in them, 
helping them realize their 
full potential and assisting 
in developing their skills. "This 
was always my foe us as the 
Rooms Division Manager, 
but becoming the Gen¬ 
eral Managerallowsme to 
broaden this reach." 


An Aruban local with a 
husband of 23 years, five 
children, and two grand¬ 
children, Lake has over 20 
years of hospitality experi¬ 
ence with 12 of those years 
spent at Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Beach Resort. 

"Pearl started as the Front 
Desk Supervisor back in 
1999 and overthe past 10 
years has worked her way 
up the ranks, proving her¬ 
self as a valuable member 
of the team," said Marco 
Galavema, Divi Resorts 
President & COO. "As a 
local and one of our own¬ 
ers, members and guest's 
favorite managers, Pearl is 
the perfect fit for the posi¬ 
tion." 

Lake is one of only a hand¬ 
ful of female Arubans to 
hold the position of Gen¬ 


eral Manageron the island 
and the second female 
General Manager at Divi 
Aruba Phoenix Beach Re¬ 
sort, afterAstrid Muller. 

"We are very proud that 
nearly half of our current 
General Managers are 
women," continues Gala¬ 
vema, "she joins our two 
otherfemale General Man¬ 
agers, on St. Maarten and 
Bonaire." 

"As sad as I am to end my 
43-year career with Divi 
Resorts, I leave knowing 
that Pearl will be taking 
over," said Genit Griffith, 
Divi Aruba Phoenix's re¬ 
tiring General Manager. 
"She's a strong leader with 
an upbeat personality and 
an eye for creating the 
best vacation experience 
for guests, so I know she 


will take great care of this 
beautiful resort." 

About Divi Resorts 

Divi Resorts is the vacation 
expert of the Caribbean, 
with a collection of seven 
premium resorts spanning 


the five stunning Caribbe¬ 
an islands of Aruba, Barba¬ 
dos, Bonaire, St. Croix, and 
St. Maarten. 

For more information on 
Divi Resorts, call 1-800-367- 
3484 or visit www.divire sorts 
com.Q 
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Open daily lOam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I casinoalhamhra.com 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 


Free Shirt Sunday! 

Gef a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players 7 Club card! 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
VVE R CUBA 1 Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Gloss | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The lazy Lizard | The AAarkel 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 
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Net Foreign Assets Dropped 

Summary of the Monthly Bulletin of May 2019 



Monetary developments 
Compared to April 2019, money 
supply contracted by Afl. 60.2 mil¬ 
lion to Afl. 4,402.8 million in May 
2019, resulting from a drop in net 
foreign assets (-Afl. 152.2 million) 
and a rise in net domestic assets 
(-tAfl. 92.0 million). 

The drop in the net foreign assets 
of the banking sectorresulted from 
net sales of foreign exchange to 
the public (-Afl. 324.9 million), most¬ 
ly related to payments for goods, 
other investment and other ser¬ 
vices. This was largely offset by net 
purchases of foreign exchange 
from the public (4Afl. 172.7 million), 
mainly associated with foreign ex¬ 
change revenue from tourism ex¬ 
ports. 

"The upsurge in the domestic com¬ 
ponent of the money supply was 
due to increasesin domestic credit 
(-tAfl. 88.0 million) and non-credit 
related balance sheet items (-tAfl. 
4.0 million). The growth in domestic 
credit was caused by expansions 
in the claims of the banking sec¬ 
tor on the private sector (-tAfl. 78.2 


million) and in the net claims of the 
banking sector on the public sec¬ 
tor (-tAfl. 9.8 million). The upturn in 
the claimsofthe banking sectoron 
the private sector was attributed 
to increases in loans to enterpris¬ 
es (-tAfl. 74.2 million) and housing 
mortgages (-tAfl. 6.6 million), which 
were slightly offset by a decrease 
in consumercredit(-Afl. 2.7 million). 
The g rowth in the net c la ims of the 
banking sectoron the public sec¬ 
tor was caused by an increase of 
Afl. 85.1 million in the gross claims, 
which waslargely offsetby a rise of 
Afl. 75.3 million in government de¬ 
posits. 

Inflation 

The consumer price index (CPI) for 
May 2019 noted a 4.8 percent in¬ 
crease year-over-year (YOY). The 
main contributors to this rise were 
the components "Food and Non- 
Alcoholic Beverages" and "Com¬ 
munication". Furthermore, by ex¬ 
cluding the effect of food and 
energy , the core CPI grew by 2.9 
percent (YOY). The 12-month aver¬ 
age inflation rate was 4.4 percent 
in May 2019, compared to 4.3 per¬ 


cent in April 2019. 

Government 

Total government revenue 
amounted to Afl. 161.7 million in 
May 2019, Afl. 31.4 million less than 
the same month of the previous 
year. This outcome resulted from 
decreases in both nontax revenue 
(-Afl. 24.7 million) and tax revenue 
(-Afl. 6.8 million). The reduction in 
taxrevenue wasassociated mainly 
with declines in income from profit 
tax (-Afl. 14.1 million), wage tax 
(-Afl. 6.6 million) and import duties 


(-Afl. 1.6 million). These downturns 
were largely offset by increases in 
income from tumovertax (4Afl. 9.5 
million; introduction of the B.A.V.P 
as opposed to the same month in 
2018), and land tax (-tAfl. 5.2 mil¬ 
lion). 

lourism 

Please note that figures on tourism 
were not yet available at the time 
of publication of this bulletin. 

Cerrtrale Bank van Aruba 
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Manny Pacquiao poses on 
the scale during a weigh-in 
Friday, July 19, 2019, in Las 
Vegas. Pacquiao is sched¬ 
uled to fight Keith Thurman in 
a welterweight c hampionship 
boxing match Saturday in Las 
Vegas. 

Associated Piess 

Thurman 
looks to end 
Racquiao's 
resurgent 
career in 
showdown 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Keith 
Thurman certainly seems 
like more than the modem 
Manny Pacquiao should 
be able to handle. 
Thurman (29-0, 22 KOs) is 
a decade younger, cer¬ 
tainly more powerful and 
maybe even a bit faster 
than his famously speedy 
opponent. Thurman is a 
tough, voluble welter¬ 
weight champion in his 
prime competitive years, 
and Pacquiao represents 
the biggest fight of his ca¬ 
reer—a once-in-a-lifetime 
chance to pound a boxing 
great into retirement. 

"It's been a build up and a 
progression my whole ca¬ 
reer toward this moment 
on Saturday night," Thur¬ 
man sa id. 'This rea lly is the 
outcome of an individual 
living outtheirdream." 

So why are the 40-year-old 
Pacquiao (61-7-2, 39 KOs) 
and trainer Freddie Roach 
so confident heading into 
the MGM Grand Garden 
in LasVegas? 

Continued on Rage 22 



Ireland's Shane Lowry celebrates after he birdies the 10th hole during the second round ofthe British Open Golf Championships at 
Royal Porbush in Northern Ireland, Friday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 
ftege 19 




















China's Shi lingmao competes in the women's 3m springboard divin final at the World Swimming 
C hampionships in Gwangju, South Korea, Friday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Shi winsthiid successive 3-meter 
springboard gold at worlds 


G WANGJU, South Korea 
(AP) — Two-time Olympic 
champion Shi "fingmao of 
China shrugged off a side 
strain and won her third 
successive women's 3-me- 
ter springboard event at 
the world diving champi¬ 
onships on Friday. 

"I had to overcome the 
pain to focus on my own 
dives," Shi said. 'The victory 
boosts my confidence on 
the way to the Tokyo Olym¬ 
pic Games." 

Shi, as consistent as ever 


throughout the fina I, scored 
391.00 points to clinch the 
gold medal. 

Teammate Wang Han tal¬ 
lied 372.85forherthird silver 
medal of the event, as she 
also finished second in the 
2013and 2017 worlds. 
Maddison Keeney of Aus¬ 
tralia won the bronze with 
367.05. 

'This is my first individual 
medal at the worlds," Kee¬ 
ney sa id. "It rea lly mea ns a 
lotto me. 

'Shi and Wang are incred¬ 


ible athletes I learn some¬ 
thing from them every 
time." 

Shi topped five of her six 
dives. She was second to 
Keeney on the fourth one. 

"I was happy that Shi and I 
had a one-two finish since 
Keeney is very competi¬ 
tive and a espected rival," 
Wang said. 

"It was my third time com¬ 
peting in the 3-meter in¬ 
dividual springboard, I 
was hungry for the gold 
medal.'O 





Ana Marcela Cunha of Brazil competes in the womens 25km 
open water swim at the World Swimming Championships in 
Yeosu, South Korea, Friday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Cunha wins 3rd straight 
25km open water 
race at world tides 


G WANGJU, South Ko¬ 
rea (AP) — Ana Marcela 
Cunha keeps setting the 
bar higher in open-water 
swimming at the world 
championships 
The 27-year-old Brazilian 
won an unprecedented 
third consecutive 25-kilo- 
meter race on Friday and 
her second gold medal 
of the Gwangju titles af¬ 
terwinning the 5-kilometer 
race on Wednesday. 
Cunha, who won the 25-ki¬ 
lometer race titles in 2015 
and 2017,tookherfifth gold 
medal and 11th overall at 
the world championships. 
She also won the 25-kilo- 
meter event in Shanghai in 
2011, giving her four over 
the marathon distance. 
Cunha finished in 5 hours, 
8 minutes, 3 seconds, 8.60 
seconds ahead of sec¬ 
ond-place finisher Finnia 
Wunram of Germany. 
Lara Grangeon of France 
claimed the bronze, 18.20 
secondsbehind Cunha. 

The race was held in rainy 
conditions, heavy at times, 
and the safety kayaks of¬ 
ten had difficulty staying 
close to the swimmers. 

"At the start of the race 
I wondered whether the 
event would last the entire 
25 kilometers due to the 
rainy weather conditions 
and the problem with vis¬ 
ibility," Cunha said. "I had 
my doubts and then con¬ 
sidered that maybe we 
would only swim past three 
hours and then the race 
would be called off. 


"So I wanted to be sure if 
thathappened, I waslead- 
ing at the time. But later 
I had no thoughts about 
the race being suspended. 

I was feeling really confi¬ 
dent." 

In the men's race, Axel Rey- 
mond dueled with Russian 
Kirill Belyaev over the final 
meters before the French¬ 
man lunged ahead for a 
three-tenths of a second 
victory. 

Reymond finished the 
men's race in a time of 
4:51.06.20 while Belyaev 
clocked 4:51.06.50. Alessio 
Occhipinti of Italy earned 
the bronze medal, 3.30 
secondsbehind Reymond. 
Another Italian, Simon Ruffi- 
ni, wasfourth, 8.70 seconds 
behind. Australian Kai Ed¬ 
wards to ok fifth, 11 seconds 
behind Reymond. 

The top Americans in the 
men's race were David 
Heron in 14th place, 4 min¬ 
utes, 5.60 seconds behind 
the winner, and Brennan 
Gravley, who finished in 
15th, 6:11.30 behind. 
American Erica Sullivan 
was fifth in the women's 
race, 3 minutes, 20.20 sec¬ 
onds behind Cunha, while 
teammate Katy Camp¬ 
bell finished in ninth place, 
3:56.60 behind the winner. 
Only two of the 24 starters 
failed the complete the 
men's race, while five of 21 
women did not finish their 
race. The 25-kilometer rac¬ 
es ended the seven-event 
open water prog ram at the 
worlds. □ 
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Lowry, Holmes share Open lead as Me llioy leaves wilh c heeis 



J.B. Holmes of the United Slates and his caddie line up his shot on the 17th green during the sec¬ 
ond round of the British Open Golf Championships at Royal Porbush in Northern Ireland, Riday, 
J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
APGotfWtiter 
POKTRUSH, Northern Ireland 
(AP) — Everyone in the 
massive grandstand rose 
to cheer and celebrate a 
bold performance by Rory 
Mcllnoy, who longed for 
such support and affection 
on his walk toward his final 
hole at Royal Portrush in the 
British Open. 

Exc e pt this wa s Frid a y. 

And now Mcllroy can only 
watch on the weekend 
as one of his best friends, 
Shane Lowry of Ireland, 
goes after the claret jug. 
Lowry birdied four of his 
opening five holes on his 
way to a 4-under 67 and 
shared the 36-hole lead 
with J .B. Holmes, who had 
a 68. 

Lee Westwood and Tommy 
Fleetwood were one shot 
behind. BrooksKoepka and 
Jordan Spieth were three 
back. 

lhat can wait. 

This day was all about 
Mcllroy, who kept the sell¬ 
out crowd on edge as he 
tried to make the cut af¬ 
ter opening with a 79. The 
roars had the intensity of 
a final round as Mcllroy 
ran off five birdies in seven 
holes to brighten a gloomy 
sky over the North Atlantic. 
Needing one last birdie, his 
approach took a wrong 
turn along the humps left of 
the 18th green. 

He made parfora 65. 

"It's a moment I envisaged 
forthe last few years," Mc¬ 
llroy said. "It just happened 
two days early." 

He was disappointed. He 
wasproud of hisplay. Most¬ 
ly, though, he said he was 
'full of gratitude toward ev¬ 
ery single one of the peo¬ 
ple that followed me to the 
very end and was willing 
me on." 

"Asmuch asl came here at 
the start of the week saying 
I wanted to do it for me, by 
the end of the round there 
today I was doing it just as 
much forthem,"he said. 
Tiger Woods and Phil Mick- 
elson won't be around, ei¬ 
ther. It was the first time in 
77 majors they have played 
as professionals that both 
missed the cut in the same 
major. Darren Clarke, who 
honed his game on the 
Dunluce Links as a junior 


and now calls Portrush 
home, missed the cut in a 
mostcruelfashion with a tri¬ 
ple bogey on his final hole. 
And now the first British 
Open in Northern Ireland 
since 1951 moves on with¬ 
out them, still with the 
promise of a greatshow. 
Lowry was so nervous he 
was shaking on the tee 
when the tournament be¬ 
gan Thursday, swept up in 
the emotion of an Open on 
the Emerald Isle, and on a 
course he knows He gave 
fans plenty to cheer when 
he opened his second 
round with three straight 
birdies, added a birdie on 
the fifth and holed a 40- 
foot birdie putt on No. 10 
to reach 10 under, mak¬ 
ing him the only player this 
week to reach double fig¬ 
ures under par. The cheers 
were as loud as he has 
heard. 

'Just incredible," Lowry 
said. 'You can't but smile, 
but can't but laugh how it 
is There's no point trying to 
shy away from it. It's an in¬ 
credible feeling getting ap¬ 
plauded on every green, 
every tee box. I'm out there 
giving my best, trying to do 
my best for everyone." 


He three-putted the 14th, 
saved par on the next 
three holes with his deft 
touch around the greens, 
and closed with a bogey 
to fall back into a tie with 
Holmes, who played earlier 
in the day and wasthe first 
to postat8-underl34. 
Holmeswon at Riviera earli¬ 
er this year, and then failed 
to make the cut in eight of 
his next 12 tournaments as 
he battled a two-way miss 
off the tee and felt so bad 
that he neverthought he'd 
recover. But he did enough 
in Detroit three weeks 
ago to regain some confi¬ 
dence, and he hasbeen in 
a groove at Portrush. 

'You can have that great 
round and that day where 
everything goes right. But 
it's nice to get two rounds 
in a row," Holmes said. "It 
shows a little consistency. 
And two days in a row I've 
hit the ball really well and 
putted well." 

Fleetwood and Westwood, 
two Englishmen at differ¬ 
ent stages in their careers, 
each had a 67and will play 
in the group ahead of Low¬ 
ry and Holmes. Westwood 
is46 and can make a case 
as the best active player 


without a major consider¬ 
ing his status — a former 
No. 1 in the world and on 
the European Tour — and 
the number of near misses 
in the majors, such as Muir- 
field and Tumberry at the 
Open, Torrey Pines in the 
U.S. Open and Augusta Na¬ 
tional when Mickelson out 
played him in 2010. 

Is it too late? Westwood 
wasn't willing to look that 
far a head. 

'There's too much ground 
to cover before Sunday 
night," Westwood said. 
'There's a long way to go in 
this tournament. I've never 
felt under that much pres¬ 
sure, to be honest. You lads 
write about it. I've always 
gone out and done my 
best. If it'sgoing to happen, 
it's going to happen, and if 
it doesn't, it doesn't." 

The experience of winning 
majors was behind them. 
Justin Rose had a 67 and 
was two shots behind, 
along with Cameron Smith 
of Australia and Justin Har¬ 
ding of South Africa. Anoth¬ 
er shot back was a group 
that included Koepka, who 
has won three of the last six 
majors. He was in a tie for 
eighth, the 16th time in his 


last 17 roundsatthe majors 
he has ended a round in 
the top 10. 

Koepka wasn't happy with 
much about his 2-under 
69, calling it "a little bit dis¬ 
appointing," perhaps be¬ 
cause he played in dry 
weather and only a mild 
wind. 

"But at the same time, I'm 
close enough where I play 
a good weekend, I'll be in 
good shape,"he said. 
Spieth hasn't quite figured 
out how to get the ball 
in play more often — too 
many bunkerson Thursday, 
too much high grass on Fri¬ 
day. But that putter is not 
a problem, and it carried 
him to a collection of mid¬ 
range birdie and par putts 
fora 67. 

"I'm in contention. I feel 
good," Spieth said, winless 
since his Open title at Royal 
Birkdale two years ago. "I 
feel like if I can continue 
to improve each day, hit 
the ball better tomorrow 
than I did today, and bet¬ 
ter on Sunday than Satur¬ 
day, then I should have a 
chance with how I feel on 
and around the greens." 
Graeme McDowell, bom 
and raised in Portrush, 
played well enough to 
make the weekend. He fin¬ 
ished with fourstraight pars 
fora 70 to make the cut on 
the number at 1-over 143, 
and feltthe pressure of stick¬ 
ing around for the home 
crowd. Woods, meanwhile, 
began this major champi¬ 
onship season as the Mas¬ 
ters champion, ended it as 
a mystery. He missed the 
cut in two of the next three 
majors, and never seemed 
fully fit or engaged at the 
British Open. He was 3 un- 
derforhisround through 11 
holes with hopes of making 
it to the weekend, but he 
had no more birdies and 
finished with two bogeys 
fora 70to missbyfive shots 
"I'm going to have my hot 
weeks I'm going to be 
there in contention with a 
chance to win, and I will 
win tournaments," Woods 
said, facing the reality of 
a 43-year-old who has 
gone through eight surger¬ 
ies on his knee and back. 
"But there are times when 
I'm just not going to be 

the re.'O 







SATURDAY 20 JULY 


DISPORTS 



Harper, Hoskins tally Phillies past Dodgers with 4-iun 7th 



Philadelphia Phillies' Bryce Haiper, left; celebrates past Las Angeles Dodgeis shortstop Enrique 
Hernandez after hitting an RBI-single during the eighth inning of a baseball game, Ihuisday, J uly 
18, 2019, in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Bryce 
Harper tied it in his Phillie 
Phanatic headband with 
an RBI single and Rhys 
Hoskins ripped a two-RBI 
single in the seventh inning 
to rally Philadelphia over 
LosAngeles 

Hoskins ripped one to right 
off Joe Kelly to cap a four- 
run seventh for the Phillies 
and a 7-5 lead. 

Phillies closer Hector Neris, 
pitching while appealing 
a three-game suspension, 
gave up a solo homer to 
Alex Verdugo in the ninth 
to make it 7-6. But he got 
the final out for his 18th 
save. He upsetthe Dodgers 
by yelling into their dugout 
after getting the final out. 
RangerSuarez(2-0) pitched 
11/3 scoreless innings in re¬ 
lief to help the Phillies split 
the four-game series with 
the Dodgers. Dylan Flo no (4- 
3) took the loss in relief. 
CARDINALS 7 REDS 4 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Tommy 
Ed man snapped a sixth-in¬ 
ning tie with his first career 
grand slam, Paul Dejong 
hit a two-run homer and St. 
Louis beat Cincinnati for its 
fifth win in six games. 

The slam came one pitch 
after the Reds just missed 
what would have been an 
inning-ending double play. 
Reliever Robert Stephen¬ 
son (2-2) retired pinch-hitter 
Yairo Munoz on a bases- 
loaded fly to right fielder 
Yasiel Puig, and Puig's 
throw home kept Matt Wi- 
eters at third. CatcherJ uan 


Graterol's throw to first al¬ 
most caught Kolten Wong 
off the bag, but Wong got 
his hand to the base a split- 
second before J oeyVotto's 
tag. Eugenio Suarez hit a 
solo home run in the first in¬ 
ning and added a sacrifice 
fly in Cincinnati's two-run 
third as the Reds built a 3-0 
lead. Edman's blow gave 
Dakota Hudson the win. 
Hudson (9-4) gave up six 
hits and three runs with two 
walks and three strikeouts in 
five innings. He's 7-1 over his 
last 11 starts. Hudson also 
hit a batter. 

NATIONALS 13, BRAVES 4 

ATLANTA (AP) — Stephen 


Strasburg had a three-run 
homeramong histhree hits 
and set a franchise-record 
fora pitcher with five RBIs 
to help surging Washington 
beat Atla nta. 

The Nationals, who have 
won 14 of their last 18 
games, cut Atlanta's lead 
to 5 1/2 games in the NL 
East by winning the opener 
of a four-game series. 
Strasburg (12-4) improved 
to 3-0 against Atlanta this 
season by winning his fifth 
straight start. He lasted only 
5 1/3 innings, allowing eight 
hitsand three runs Hiseffort 
on the mound was over¬ 
shadowed by his career 


highs in hitsand RBIs 
After the Nationals 
knocked rookie right-hand¬ 
er Kyle Wright (0-3) out of 
the game in the third, Stras¬ 
burg hit Touki Toussaint's 
second pitch 420 feet over 
the Washington bullpen 
behind the left-field wall for 
a three-run homer and an 
8-1 lead. 

BREWERS 5, DIAMOND- 

BACKS 1 

PHOENIX (AP) — Orlando 
Arcia hit a tiebreaking sin¬ 
gle in the eighth inning to 
decide a duel between 
Milwaukee's 2ach Davies 
(8-2) and Arizona's Merrill 
Kelly. 


Arizona hitters only struck 
outonce, when MattAlbers 
got Nick Ahmed looking for 
the game's final out. It's the 
first time a major league 
team has had one strike¬ 
out in a game since April 
and came a night after 
the Diamondbacks tied a 
franchise record fora nine- 
inning game with 19 runs 
a gainst the Texas Rangers. 
Davies got a lift with Loren¬ 
zo Cain robbed Eduardo 
Escobar of a home run in 
the first inning. He pitched 
one-run ball over seven in¬ 
nings, same as Kelly. 

The Brewers scored three 
runs off Yoan Lopez (1-3) in 
the eighth. 

MARLINS 4, PADRES 3 
MIAMI (AP) — Brian An¬ 
derson doubled home the 
winning run with one out in 
the ninth inning and Miami 
earned its first walkoff vic¬ 
tory of the year. 

The score was 3-all when 
Garrett Cooper singled in 
the ninth against Trey Wing- 
enter (1-3). Pinch runner 
Yadiel Rivera stole second 
and scored without a play 
on Anderson's hit into the 
left fie Id comer. 

The Marlins were 1 for 13 
with runners in scoring po¬ 
sition before Anderson 
came through. Five Marlins 
pitchers combined for 15 
strikeouts Sergio Romo (2- 
0) had two strikeouts in a 
perfect ninth. 

Fernando TatisJ r. hit his 15th 
home run for the Padres 
Miami's Harold Ramirez hit 
his fourth homer.O 


J im Hetman lakes 2nd-round lead in Barba sol Championship 



J im Hetman hits the ball from a bunker on the 18th hole during 
the second round of the Baibasol Championship golf tourna¬ 
ment at Keene Trace Golf Club in Nicholasville, Ky., Friday, J uly 
19, 2019. 

Associated Hess 


NICHOLASVILLE, Ky. (AP) 

— J im Herma n shot his sec¬ 
ond straight 7-under 65 on 
Friday to take the second- 
round lead in the PGA 
Toufs Barbasol Champion¬ 
ship. 

President Donald Trump's 
regular golf partner while 
working asan assistant pro¬ 
fessional at Trump National 
Bed minster in New Jersey, 
Herman had a one-stroke 
lead over Bill Haas at rain- 
softened Keene Trace. 
Encouraged by Trump to 
pursue a playing career, 
Herman won the 2016 Shell 
Houston Open for his lone 
tour title. Haas followed his 


opening 65 with a 66. He 
made a 45-foot eagle putt 
on the par-5 eighth, his 17th 
hole. David Toms was two 
strokes back at 12 under 
after a 64. The 52-year-old 
Toms made a 13-foot ea¬ 
gle putt on the par-5 fifth, 
his 14th hole of the day. 
D.J. Trahan, Kelly Kraft and 
Kramer Hie kok a Iso were 12 
under, each shooting 67. 
Jose de Jesus Rodnguez 
(65), Austin Cook (66), Se¬ 
bastian Munoz (68) and 
Wes Roach (69) were 11 
under. 

Tom Love lady played the 
first six holes on the back 
nine in 7 under, capped by 


a 10-foot eagle putt on the 
par-5 15th. He bogeyed 
the par-3 16th and parred 
the last two for a 65 to top 
the group at 10 under. 

J .T. Poston, the first-round 
leader after a 62, had a 
73 to drop into a tie for 
18th at 9 under. Canadian 
NickTaylor, a stroke behind 
Poston afteran opening 63, 
also was9 underaftera 72. 
John Daly missed the cut 
with rounds of 71 and 72. 
Fighting osteoarthritis in his 
right knee, the 53-year-old 
Daly was playing his first 
PGA Tour event since he 
was approved for a cart 
last faII. □ 
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Boone dubs Yanks 'savages' 
during rant in 6-2 win over Rays 


By The Assoc iated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Yankees 
managerAaron Boone got 
fined up at a rookie umpire 
in a profane rant, and New 
York awoke from a sleepy 
start to rally past the Tampa 
Bay Rays 6-2 in a double- 
header openerThursday. 
New York rallied to win the 
second game 5-1 and re¬ 
open an eight-game AL 
East lead overthe second- 
place Rays. Luke Vo it tied 
the score in the fifth with his 
first home run sincej une 14, 
and catcher Mike Zunino 
caused Charlie Morton to 
balk home the tie breaking 
run in a four-run sixth that 
included Didi Gregorius 1 
two-run single. The Yankees 
won three straight after 
wasting a ninth-inning lead 
in the series opener and 
improved to 34-11 against 
the AL East, including 12-5 
against Tampa Bay. 

After Domingo German 
(12-2) gave up solo hom¬ 
ers to his first two batters in 
the first game, Gio Urshela 
hit a tying home run in the 
second off Yonny Chirinos 
(9-5), and Gary Sanchez 
smashed a go-ahead 110 
mph single off the glove of 
third baseman Yandy Diaz 
during a three-run fifth. 
Diaz had helped the Yan¬ 
kees come alive when he 
dropped Didi Gregorius' 
leadoff popup in the sec¬ 
ond fora two-base error. 
Boone fumed after rook¬ 
ie umpire Brennan Miller 
called Brett Gardner out 
on strikes in the second in¬ 
ning. Miller, umpiring be¬ 
hind the plate for the fifth 
time in the major leagues, 
had punched out Aaron 


Judge in the first. Gardner 
batted in the second af¬ 
ter Urshela's tying, two-run 
homer and struck out on a 
1-2 pitch. 

Gardner returned to the 
dugout, slammed his bat 
into the bat rack nine times, 
then eight times into the 
dugout roof. Microphones 
caught Boone yelling that 
the pitch was outside to 
Miller, a Triple-A Internation¬ 
al League crew chief who 
made hisbig league debut 
April 20asa call-up umpire. 
Miller said, "I heard you, 
Aaron," and when Boone 
persisted, the umpire eject¬ 
ed him. Boone ran out and 
kept up the argument, get¬ 
ting close to Miller's face 
and clapping his hands for 
emphasis. He repeatedly 
called his players "savages" 
in the batter's box and told 
Miller to 'tighten it up right 
now, OK?" 

INDIANS 6, TIGERS 3 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Trevor 
Bauer struck out 10 in 6 2/3 
innings, Jose Ramirez hit a 
go-ahead home run in the 
sixth and Cleveland beat 
Detroit for the 11th straight 
time. 

Cleveland swept the four- 
game series and moved 
to 12-1 against Detroit this 
season. The Indians have 
won five straight and 11 of 
13 overall. 

Bauer (9-7) has been the 
subject of trade rumors as 
the July 31 deadline ap¬ 
proaches. Several scouts 
were seated behind home 
plate to watch Bauer, who 
could be one of the big 
names dealt by end of the 
month. 

Brad Hand recorded the fi¬ 


nal four outs— all on strike¬ 
outs — for his 26th save in 
27 chances Tigers starter 
Matthew Boyd (6-8), anoth¬ 
er trade candidate, gave 
up the home run to Ra mirez 
that broke a 3-all tie. 

RED SOX 5, BLUE j AYS 0 
BOSTON (AP) — Chris Sale 
and two relievers com¬ 
bined on a two-hitter, and 
the Boston left-hander 
struck out 12 in six innings 
for his first regular season 
win at Fenway Park in more 
tha n a yea r. 

Sale (4-9) gave up both hits 
and walked two to earn his 
first victory anywhere in a 
month and his first at home 
since July 11, 2018 — a 
span of 14 starts. It was his 
11th game this season with 
10 or more strikeouts 
Rafael Devers hit a three- 
run homeroff Thomas Pan- 
none (2-4), who matched 
Sale into the fifth inning be¬ 
fore giving up Sam Travis' 
double and Sandy Leon's 
RBI single. After Mookie 
Betts walked, Devers hit the 
first p itc h out to rig ht-c enter 
to make it 4-0 and chase 
Pannone. 

TWINS 6, ATHLETIC S3 

MINNEAPOUS(AP) —Pinch- 
hitter Eddie Rosario drove a 
go-ahead, three-run hom¬ 
er on the first pitch from 
reliever Yusmeiro Petit (2-2) 
in the seventh inning and 
Minnesota beat Oakland. 
Rosario produced the first 
pinch-hit homerofthe year 
for the Twins and helped 
snap their season-high 
three-game losing streak. 
Mitch Garver and C.J. 
Cron each went deep in 
the eighth to pad the lead, 
and Taylor Rogers held the 


Rodriguez, Rooney help DC 
United rout PC Cincinnati 


By The Associated Press 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Lucas 
Rodriguez had two goals, 
Wayne Rooney scored his 
11th ofthe season and D.C. 
United beat expansion FC 
Cincinnati 4-1 on Thursday 
nig ht. 

D.C. United (9-5-8) has lost 
just once in the last eight 


games to move within one 
point of first-place Philadel¬ 
phia in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence. 

Cincinnati (5-14-2) had its 
two-game winning streak 
snapped. 

Rodriguez opened the 
scoring in the 42nd minute, 
curling a shot around goal¬ 


keeper Spencer Richey. FC 
Cincinnati isO-12-1 when al¬ 
lowing the first goal. 
Rodnguez gave United a 
2-1 lead on a deflected 
shot from distance in the 
59th. Rooney made it 3-1 
in the 64th and Paul Arriola 
capped it in the 73rd — 
both on breakaways^ 
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New York Yankees' Aaron Boone, right; gets in the face of home 
plate umpire Brennan Miller during the second inning of game 
one of a baseball doubleheader against the Tampa Bay Rays, 
Tuesday, J uly 16, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


A's down for two innings to 
record his 14th save in 17 
tries 

Despite seven strong in¬ 
nings by starter Kyle Gib¬ 
son (9-4), the Twins trailed 
3-1 entering the seventh 
against Mike Fiers 
ASTROS6, ANGELS 2 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
George Springer and Alex 
Bregman homered, Wade 
Miley (8-4) pitched two-run 
ba II into the sixth inning a nd 
Houston beat Los Angeles 
Springer drove four home 
runs during the four-game 
series, tying Craig Big gio 
for the most when batting 
leadoff in a series in fran¬ 
chise history. Biggio had his 
four connections during a 
three-game setagainstthe 
Cubs in 1998. 

The Angels didn't get 
much of a lift from the re¬ 
turn of Mike Trout, who 
missed three games with 
a strained right calf. Trout 
was the designated hitter 
and went 1 for4. 

Springer's solo shot to right- 
center off Matt Harvey (3- 
5) in the third inning was his 


22nd ofthe season, match¬ 
ing his total from last year. 
Bregman's homer to lead 
off the sixth gave Houston 
a 6-0lead. 

ROYALS 6, WHITE SOX 5 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) 
— Cheslor Cuthbert and 
Jorge Soler homered in a 
five-run third inning, and 
Kansas City stayed hot by 
completing a four-game 
sweep of Chicago. 

Ian Kennedy gave up a run 
in the ninth but struck out 
A.J. Reed looking with the 
tying run on second base 
to clinch the win and earn 
his 16th save in 19 opportu¬ 
nities. Brad Keller (6-9) re¬ 
covered from a rocky start 
to get the win. 

The White Sox have lost 
seven in a row since com¬ 
ing back from the All-Star 
break and drop a sea- 
son-worst nine games un¬ 
der .500. Yoan Moncada 
matched his career high, 
set last year, with his 17th 
home run in the top ofthe 
third to make it 3-0 before 
the Royals scored. RossDe- 
twiler(l-l) took the lossO 
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Orlando City keeper Greg Ranjteingh makes a save next to 
teammate Dillon Powers, right during the first half of an MLS 
soccer game againstthe Portland limbers on Ihursday, J uly 18, 
2019, in Portland, Ore. 

Associated Press 
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Manny Racquiao, left; and Keith Thurman pose during a news conference Wednesday, J uly 17, 
2019, in Las Vegas fbrtheirweHeiweightchampionship boxing match scheduled for Saturday in 
Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Rage 17 

And why is the older eight- 
division champion actu¬ 
ally a slight betting favor¬ 
ite against one of the best 
147-pounders in the world? 
After 18 years together, 
Pacquiao and Roach be¬ 
lieve Thurman isjust another 
challenge to be overcome 
by hard work, smart plan¬ 
ning and the psychological 
edge of experience. 
Thurman looks daunting 
on paper, but Pacquiao 
and Roach are virtuososon 
canvas. 

'Tomorrow night, class is in 
session," Pacquiao said Fri¬ 
day after the weigh-in. "I 
hope Keith Thurman stud¬ 
ied hard, because Profes¬ 
sor Pacquiao gives very 
hard tests" 

Pacquiao and Thurman 
both hold versions of the 
WBA 147-pound title head¬ 
ing into this Fox Sports pay- 
per-view showdown. In 
Roach's educated mind, 
the vaunted Thurman has 
far more questions to an¬ 
swer than Pacquiao, who 
is coming into this fight off 
back-to-back victories 
over Lucas Matthysse and 
Adrien Broner. 

CanThurman recapture his 
prime fighting form after 
two years of relative inac¬ 
tivity caused by a 22-month 
injury layoff? Can he 
match Pacquiao's legend¬ 
ary speed while showing 
the stamina to fight effec¬ 
tively for 12 rounds against 
Manny's famed pace? 

"I hope Thurman brings his 


best, because that's when 
Manny will be at his best," 
Roach said. 'Thurman is a 
good fighter, but Manny 
beats good fighters all the 
time. And I don't think Keith 
Thurman is a great fighter. I 
thinkBronerisa betterfight- 
er, and Manny took care of 
him (easily)." 

While Thurman is in the big¬ 
gest bout of his career, the 
Filipino senators late-ca- 
reerresurgence also reach¬ 
es a vital point Saturday. 
Despite what Roach says, 
Thurman seems certain to 
be a big step up in compe¬ 
tition from Matthysse and 
Broner, and the cumulative 
effects of a boxing career 
rarely wearwell after40. 
"Manny isn't going to do 
anything with those little 
T-Rex arms," Thurman said. 
"He's a bout to get beat up. 

I get to punch a senator in 
the face, and he'sgoing to 
feel it."Thurma n ea med the 
nickname "One Time" with 
his one-punch knockout 
power, yet he has stopped 
just one of his seven op¬ 
ponents since December 
2013. And though Thurman 
is still in his ostensible prime, 
he has shown a few signs of 
wearinesswith his sport. 

He has never looked more 
vulnerable as a profession¬ 
al than he did in his come¬ 
back victory last January 
over tough veteran J osesi- 
to Lopez, who rocked Thur¬ 
man repeatedly and even 
won a 10-8 round without a 
knockdown. More recent¬ 
ly, Thurman has repeat¬ 


edly spoken about how 
he's eager to get a few 
big paydays and then get 
out of boxing — a sensible 
mentality that nonetheless 
could indicate a fighter's 
focus isn't completely on 
competition anymore. 
Thurman has been totally 
focused in public appear¬ 
ances for this big-money 
bout, however. "I'm going 
to do to Manny Pacquiao 
what he did to Oscar De 
La Hoya,"Thurman said, re¬ 
ferring to Pacquiao's land¬ 
mark victory over the Gold¬ 
en Boy in 2008. 

While Thurman would love 
to retire his opponent, Pac¬ 
quiao plans to keep com¬ 
peting indefinitely, and he 
doesn'tdismissthe notion of 
fighting to 50 and beyond, 
as Bernard Hopkins did. He 
has openly looked beyond 
Thurman to his hopes of a 
second fight with the re¬ 
tired Floyd Mayweather, 
or a unification bout with 
champion Errol Spence. 

But just in case anybody 
believes he isn't focused 
on Thurman, Pacquiao said 
that even his mother took 
offense at Thurman's pre¬ 
fig ht tra sh ta Ik, inc lud ing his 
vow to "crucify"the vocally 
evangelical Pacquiao. 

"I'm just always smiling, no 
matter what Keith says," 
Pacquiao said. "It's easy 
to say things, but it's not 
easy to do it in the ring. 
I've been in this sport lon¬ 
ger than Keith Thurman, so 
my experience will be the 
difference. 



Marianne Vos, of the Netherlands celebiates as she crosses the 
finish line to win La Course by Le Tour de France, a women's 
cycling race, with startand finish in Rau, Fiance, Friday, J uly 19, 
2019. 

Associated ness 


Vos wins La Course, 
still no women's lour 
de France planned 


PAU, Ranee (AP) — There is 
nothing biggerformale rid¬ 
ers than victory at the Tour 
de France. It's the pinnacle 
of cycling. But there is no 
such prize forfemale riders. 
Despite calls from cycling's 
governing body UCI for 
the creation of a women's 
Tour, organizersof cycling's 
marquee race have yet to 
come up with plans for an 
equiva lent. 

All they offerin J uly isa one 
day-race, La Course, that 
was held on the margins 
of the Tour de France on 
Friday in Pau and won by 
Dutch rider Marianne Vos. 
Fresh from winning four 
stages at the 10-day Giro 
Rosa in Italy, Vos added 
another trophy to her large 
collection in the southwest¬ 
ern city of Pau, but victory 
in France did not taste the 
same. 

"It was an incredible feel¬ 
ing to win four stages at 
the Giro, atthe highest lev¬ 
el," said Vos, a three-time 
world champion. "Here at 
La Course, itwasreally nice 
to show this form." 

Tour organizers ASO have 
been holding the event 
since 2014 and say it's not 
possible for them to oper¬ 
ate a longer race, for logis¬ 
tical and security reasons. 
'We are not capable of 
organizing another event 
during the Tour,"Tourdirec- 
tor Christian Prudhomme 
told The Associated Press. 
"About 29,000 police forc¬ 


es are mobilized for three 
weeks. France has been 
struck by attacks, there 
were the yellow vests (pro¬ 
testers). It's impossible to 
have even just one extra 
security staff during the 
Tour." 

To Prudhomme's credit, 
ASO has been showing in¬ 
terest in running women's 
equivalents of one-day 
classics Flee he Wallonne 
and Liege-Bastogne-Liege. 
The company also orga¬ 
nizes a women's mini Tour 
ofYorkshire overtwo days 
UCI president David Lap¬ 
pa rtient said this week he 
has been holding discus¬ 
sions with Tour organizers 
aiming at boosting wom¬ 
en's eye ling exposure. 

'One day of racing is clear¬ 
ly not enough for women," 
Lappa rtient told the BBC. 
"If we want a women's Tour 
de France, we can (have 
it). For women's eye ling we 
can continue to push." 

A women's Tour de France 
was held during the 1980s 
alongside the men's race. 
Frenchwoman Jeannie 
Longo won it three times 
but the race never fueled 
real media interest. 

Cycling enjoyed great suc¬ 
cess at the 2012 London 
Olympics. Vos was among 
a group of riders, includ¬ 
ing former time trial world 
champion Emma Pooley, 
which campaigned forthe 
creation of a properwom- 
en'sTour. □ 
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Alaphilippe stuns lour with time-trial win, builds race lead 



Fra nee's J ulian Alaphilippe wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey c rosses the finish line Id win 
the thirteenth slage ofthe Tourde France cycling race, an individual time trial over27.2 kilometers 
(16.9 miles) with startand finish in Ifeu, France, Friday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated ness 


By JOHN LEICESTER and 
SAMUEL PETREQ UN 
AP Sports WHters 
PAU, France (AP) — A 

question that first seemed 
pie-in-the-sky is growing in 
credibility with each ad¬ 
ditional ride that takes him 
toward Paris: Could Julian 
Alaphilippe carry the yel¬ 
low jersey glued evermore 
firmly to his shoulders a II the 
way to the Tour de France 
finish on the Champs-Ely- 
sees? 

With the Tour's toughest 
climbs looming from Satur¬ 
day, Alaphilippe pretends 
not. But it's becoming in¬ 
creasingly difficult to be¬ 
lieve him. Having had no 
excuse to uncork cham¬ 
pagne since it last had a 
Tour winner in 1985, France 
will soon need to start think¬ 
ing about icing the bubbly 
if he keeps surprising every¬ 
one, even himself. 

Inspired by his yellow jer¬ 
sey, Alaphilippe delivered 
the biggest shock so far in 
this Tour by holding off de¬ 
fending champion Geraint 
Thomas to win the only in¬ 
dividual time-trial stage 
on Friday, extending his 
race lead and ratcheting 
up French hopes for a first 
homegrown champion 
since Bernard Hinault won 
his fifth title 34 years ago. 
Roared on by crowds 
thunderously hammering 
on roadside barriers, and 
super-motivated on the 
100th birthday ofthe icon¬ 
ic yellow shirt, Alaphilippe 
delivered a barnstorm¬ 
ing performance on the 
tricky, hilly, tum-filled time- 
trial loop south of Pau, with 
spectacular views of the 
Pyrenees. 

Having previously predict¬ 
ed that he'd lose time to 
Thomas, an expert in the 
race against the clock, 
Alaphilippe stunned even 
himself by emphatically rel¬ 
egating the Welshman into 
second place, 14 seconds 
slower — a surprising mar¬ 
gin of victory in a discipline 
where riders train in wind 
tunnels and ride go-fast 
bikes in go-fast skinsuits to 
shave off time. 

"It's incredible," Alaphilippe 
said, adding that hisperfor- 
mance reduced members 
of his team to tears. 

"I was transported by the 


maillot jaune." 

His second stage victory of 
this Tour— he also wasvic- 
toriouson Stage 3 — came 
100 years to the day since 
theTourfirstawarded a yel¬ 
low jersey, to Frenchman 
Eugene Christophe on July 
19, 1919. Stage 3 was also 
where Alaphilippe first took 
the race lead. He then lost 
iton Stage 6, gotitbackon 
Stage 8 and hasn't let any¬ 
one else neariteversince. 
But between Alaphilippe 
and Paris a re two huge ob¬ 
stacles: The Pyreeneesand 
the Alps, with a total of sev¬ 
en climbs to above 2,000 
meters (6,500 feet) still to 
come in the highest Tour in 
the race's 116-year history. 
The first of those monsters is 
the Tourmalet on Saturday. 
Alaphilippe's sizeable lead 
of 1 minute, 26 seconds 
over Thomas could melt 
like the Pyrenees' last snows 
in the J uly heat if he cracks 
on the long uphill finish and, 
next week, in the Alps. 
'There's a long way to go 
and a lot of hard stages to 
come now," Thomas said. 
But Thomas, too, was 
among those stunned by 
Alaphilippe's sustained 
power on the 27-kilometer 
(17-mile) time-trial route, 
where he was quickest 
through all the checkpoints 
and then rode explosively 
up the final climb to grow 
hiswinning margin. 

"I didn't really expect that," 
Thomas said. "He's obvious¬ 
ly going incredibly well, so 
he's certainly the favorite 
and the one to watch." 
Mindful of how quickly the 
Tour's mountains can de¬ 
stroy podium hopes, Ala- 
philppe furiously sought to 
temper expectations, re¬ 
peating that he is thinking 
only "day by day." 

"One mustn't dream," Ala¬ 
philippe said. 

Given the doping-stained 
history of cycling and the 
Tour, Alaphilippe also im¬ 
mediately faced a ques¬ 
tion in his winner's news 
conference about the 
believability of his perfor¬ 
mance, which he batted 
away, seemingly unruffled. 
"If it creates suspicions, 
that's the way it is," he said. 
"I'm just rid ing my b ike in the 
way I like." 

Having continued to con¬ 


found expectations with 
his punchy riding and gritty 
determination to stay in yel¬ 
low, Alaphilippe is convert¬ 
ing others in the peloton to 
the idea that he could ride 
up the Champs-Elysees in 
the lead on J uly 28. 

"He can surprise every¬ 
body," said Belgian rider 
Thomas De Gendt, third on 
Stage 13 and 36 seconds 
slowerthan Alaphilippe. 
Behind Thomas and Ala¬ 
philippe, there was sig¬ 
nificant movement in the 
overall standings among 
other riders also fighting to 
get on the podium. 

Steven Kruijswijk from the 
Netherlands, fifth in Paris 
last year, vaulted to third 
overall. But his deficit to 
Alaphilippe grew to 2:12, 
having been just 1:27 off 
the lead before the French 
rider's time-trial tour de 
force. 

Thomas' teammate, Egan 
Bemal, slipped from third to 
fifth overall, now 2:52 be¬ 
hind Alaphilippe. Having 
started the Tour in Belgium 
as equal co-leader with 
Bemal on theirteam, Thom¬ 
as looks increasingly like the 
undisputed No. 1 at Ineos 
The no-holds-barred perfor¬ 
mance from Alaphilippe re¬ 
warded him for taking risks 
on the course that proved 
too difficult for some other 
riders. 

Belgian Wout van Aert, a 


Tour rookie who won Stage 
10, plowed into a roadside 
barrier and crashed in a 
right-hand curve close to 
the finish. He'd been one 
of the quickest riders on 
the course before hitting 
the deck. Medics treated 


MONACO (AP) — Former 
world indoor 400-meter 
champion Kemi Adekoya 
has been banned for four 
yearsfordoping in another 
drug case to hit Bahrain's 
squad of elite African-bom 
runners. 

The Athletics Integrity Unit, 
which oversees doping 
cases in track and field, 
said Friday that Adekoya 
tested positive for the 
banned steroid stanozolol. 
Herban is backdated from 
November 2018. 

Adekoya competed for 
Nigeria but switched alle¬ 
giance to Bahrain ahead 
of the 2014 Asia n G a mes. 
Since then, she's won four 
Asian Games gold med¬ 
als and an Asian champi¬ 
onship title, plus the 2016 
world indoor 400 gold in 
Portland. The AIU said Ad¬ 
ekoya's results since Aug. 


him at the side ofthe road 
and then transported him 
away by ambulance. His 
team, J umbo-Visma, said 
van Aert was conscious but 
out of the Tour with a flesh 
wound on his right upper 
leg.Q 


24lastyearwould be struck 
out, meaning she loses her 
Asian Games gold med¬ 
als in the 400 hurdles and 
the 4x400 mixed relay. The 
hurdles gold is due to pass 
to Vietnam'sQuachThiLan 
and the relay gold to India. 
Bahrain's longstanding pol¬ 
icy of fielding African-bom 
runners has come under 
scrutiny after Olympic mar¬ 
athon silvermedalist Eunice 
Kirwa was banned for four 
years last month in a dop¬ 
ing case. Another distance 
runner, Violah J epchumba, 
was banned last year. 

After countries including 
Bahrain and Qatar spent 
years recruiting African run¬ 
ners, the IAAF tightened 
the rules for changes of al¬ 
legiance in track in 2018, 
saying it feared some ath¬ 
letes were being bought 
and sold by third parties.Q 


Former world indoor 
champ Adekoya gets 
4-year doping ban 
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Deepfake videos pose a threat; but'diimbfokes 1 may be worse 



In this Monday, J uly 1, 2019, photo Hany Farid, a digital forensics expeit at the University of Cali¬ 
fornia atBeikeley, poses for a photo while taking a break from viewing video clips in his office in 
Beikeley, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By BEATRICE DUPUY and 
BARBARA OKIU1AY 

Sophisticated phonyvideos 
called deepfakes have at¬ 
tracted plenty of attention 
asa possible thneatto elec¬ 
tion integrity. But a bigger 
problem for the 2020 U.S. 
presidential contest may 
be "dumbfakes" — simpler 
and more easily unmasked 
bogusvideosthatare easy 
and often cheap to pro¬ 
duce. 

Unlike deepfakes, which re¬ 
quire sophisticated artificial 
intelligence, audio manip¬ 
ulation and facial mapping 
technology, dumbfakes 
can be made simply by 
varying the speed of video 
or selective editing. They 
are easier to create and 
can be convincing to an 
unsuspecting viewer, which 
makes them a much more 
immediate worry. 

A slowed-down video of 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi that made her appear 
impaired garnered more 
than 2 million views on 
Facebook in May. In No¬ 
vember, then-White House 
Press Secretary Sarah 
Sanders tweeted a sped- 
up video of CNN reporter 
Jim Acosta that made 
him look more aggressive 
than he was during an ex¬ 
change with an intern. Her 
post received thousandsof 
re tweets. 

The fact that these videos 
are made so easily and 
then widely shared across 
social media platforms 
does not bode well for 
2020, said Hany Farid, a 
digital forensics expert at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley. 

'The clock is ticking," Farid 
said. 'The Nancy Pelosi vid¬ 
eo wasa canary in a coal 
mine." 

Social media companies 
don't have clear-cut poli¬ 
cies banning fake videos, 
in part because they don't 
want to be in the position 
of deciding whether some¬ 


thing is satire orintended to 
mislead people — or both. 
Doing so could also open 
them to charges of censor¬ 
ship or political bias. 
Facebook, however, will 
"downrank" false or mis¬ 
leading posts — includ¬ 
ing videos — so that fewer 
people will see them. Such 
material will also be paired 
with fact checks produced 
by outside organizations, 
including The Associated 
Press. 

There are also vast gray ar- 
easdepending on political 
affiliation or your sense of 
humor. 

One social media user 
who calls himself Paul Lee 
Ticks— a play on the word 
"politics"— often makes 
fabricated videos, mostly 
of President Donald Trump. 
In one of his most recent 


video edits, he added a 
"concentration camps" sign 
to the Trump International 
Hotel & Tower in Chicago. 
Another social media user 
who goes by the handle 
Carpe Donktum makes 
edited videos in support 
of the president. Following 
Trump's June comments 
that Joe Biden appeared 
slow, Carpe Donktum 
slowed down video foot¬ 
age of Biden and spliced 
two clips, making the for¬ 
mer vice president appear 
to say something he did 
not. 

Trump often retweets 
Carpe Donktum and last 
week he met the president 
in person during the White 
House's "social media sum¬ 
mit" featuring conserva¬ 
tives. Carpe Donktum says 
he makes parody videos 


and disputes the notion 
that his videos are "doc¬ 
tored" because their intent 
is satirical and the manipu¬ 
lations obvious 
'These are memes and 
have been on the internet 
since the internet's incep¬ 
tion," he said. 

Both Paul Lee Ticks and 
Carpe Donktum, who 
spoke to the AP on the con¬ 
dition of anonymity due 
to fear of threats and ha¬ 
rassment, started off mak¬ 
ing videos that were more 
simplistic and comical. But 
their videos have become 
more sophisticated, blur¬ 
ring the line between what 
is real and fake in a more 
convincing way for an au¬ 
dience that is unsuspecting 
or unfamiliar with their co¬ 
medic style. 

Concern about these vid¬ 
eos is growing among ex¬ 
perts, politicians and the 
general public. 

During a House Intelligence 
Committee hearing on 
J une 13, Rep. Adam Schiff, 
a California Democrat,said 
the Pelosi video represents 
the scale of the problem 
ahead. According to a 


J une Pew Research Center 
study , 63% of Americans 
surveyed about made-up 
news and information said 
that videos and images al¬ 
tered to mislead the public 
create a great deal of con¬ 
fusion around the facts of 
current issues 

Other manipulations are 
equally crude, yet more 
subtle. Some fake videos, 
for instance, mislabel au¬ 
thentic historicalfootage of 
public unrest or police ac¬ 
tivity with incorrect datesor 
locations to falsely suggest 
they depict breaking news 
"Disinformation is so pow¬ 
erful in our levels of politi¬ 
cal polarization," said Ohio 
State University professor 
Erik Nisbet, who co-au¬ 
thored a study in 2018 that 
found fake news may have 
contributed to Trump's2016 
win. "People are angry, 
worried and anxious. They 
are more vulnerable to 
misinformation and disinfor¬ 
mation that validates their 
feelings." 

Demographics also play 
a role. Cliff Lampe, a pro¬ 
fessor at the University of 
Michigan, said older gen¬ 
erations that were raised 
on mass media 'tend to 
trust video more." A study 
published in the Science 
Advances journal in Janu¬ 
ary found that people over 
65 and ultra-conservative 
were more likely to share 
false information. 

Edward Delp, director of 
the Video and Imaging 
Processing Laboratory at 
Purdue University, and his 
team were able to devel¬ 
op an algorithm to detect 
deepfakes Finding ways to 
protect and authenticate 
videos, he said, could help 
minimize the impact of ma¬ 
nipulated video. 

However, video authen¬ 
tication may do little to 
change people's views 
Farid, the UC Berkeley pro¬ 
fessor, said with the ma¬ 
nipulated Pelosi video, us¬ 
ers could easily find the 
original clips of the House 
speaker online but people 
were still willing to believe 
the false video was real. 

"If we can't get it right, I 
mean the public and Face- 
book, where are we going 
to be when we have more 
comp lex fakes?" he saidO 
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US stocks wobble as companies turn in mixed earnings reports 



Spec ialist Mic hael Pistillo, right; works with traders at his post on the floor of the New York Sloe k 
Exchange, Riday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SIAN CHOE 
DAMIAN J. 1R0ISE 
Associated ness 
NEWYORK(AP) — U S. stoc k 
indexes sloshed between 
small gains and losses Fri¬ 
day after Microsoft, Ameri¬ 
can Express and other big 
companies offered up a 
mixed set of earnings re¬ 
ports. 

The big event for markets is 
still a couple weeks away, 
when investors expect the 
Federal Reserve to cut 
interest rates for the first 
time in more than a de¬ 
cade. Investors are trying 
to guess how big a cut will 
come and position them¬ 
selves accordingly. Until 
then, they're focusing on 
whether companies can 
top the meager expecta¬ 
tions Wall Street has for the 
profits they made during 
the spring. 

Microsoft rose after report¬ 
ing stronger earnings for 
April through June than 
analysts expected and 
helped technology stocks 
deliver some of the mar¬ 
ket's bigger gains. Several 
banks also rose following 
encouraging profit reports, 
but a drop for American 
Express held backfinancial 
stocks as a group. Losses 
for health care stocks and 
high dividend payers also 
kept the S&P 500 about 
0.8%below its record set on 
Monday. 

Momentum for stocks has 
slowed since early June, 
when they began soaring 
on expectations that the 
Federal Reserve will cut in¬ 
terest rates to make sure 


the U.S. economy doesn't 
succumb to weaknesses 
abroad. Ihe Fed's next 
meeting is scheduled for 
the end of this month. 

Late Thursday, Treasury 
yieldssank aftercomments 
by Fed officials raised ex¬ 
pectations that the central 
bank may cut rates by half 
a percentage point, rather 
than the traditional quarter 
point. Butyieldsclimbed Fri¬ 
day, and the market sees 
a quarter-point cut as the 
most likely move on J uly 31. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 was down 0.2% as of 
2:54 p.m. Eastern time. Ear¬ 
lier in the day, it had been 
up 0.4% 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 27 points, or 
0.1% to 27,250, and the 


Nasdaq composite fell 
0.3% 

AZURE SKIES: Microsoft 
rose 0.5% after strong per¬ 
formance from its cloud¬ 
computing business helped 
drive it to a better-than-ex- 
pected profit last quarter. 
WHEN $4,9 BILLION ISNT 
THAT BAD: Boeing said it will 
take a $4.9 billion charge 
to cover possible compen¬ 
sation it will pay airlines fol¬ 
lowing the grounding of its 
737 Max jet. That's a huge 
number, analysts con¬ 
cede, but it may provide 
some certainty to inves¬ 
tors who had worried the 
payments could be much 
higher. Boeing also said the 
figure assumes its 737 Max 
jets return to service later 
this year, which would be 


earlier than some investors 
thought. 

Boeing shares rose 4.4% 
and helped drive industrial 
stocks to the biggest gain 
of the 11 sectorsthat make 
up the S&P 500, at 0.9% 
BANKING ON VT. Citizens 
Financial Group jumped 
5.8%for one of the biggest 
gains in the S&P 500 after 
it reported stronger profit 
for the latest quarter than 
analysts expected. Regions 
Financial and Capital One 
Financial also beat Wall 
Street's p rofit fo rec a sts, a nd 
each rose at least 2.5% 

But financial stocks in the 
S&P 500 were flat overall, 
largely due to a 2.5%drop 
for American Express. The 
company reported stron¬ 
ger earnings for the latest 


quarter than analysts fore¬ 
cast, but it did not raise its 
forecast for full-year earn¬ 
ings 

ANALYSTS TAKE: Com¬ 
panies entered the latest 
round of earnings with fairly 
low expectations from Wall 
Street, and it's showing. 

'The biggest overall trend 
is if you beat, you may be 
mildly rewarded and if you 
miss, you are going to get 
pounded," said J .J. Kina- 
ha n, chief market strategist 
forTD Ameritrade. 

The week's batch of cor¬ 
porate earnings has also 
shown that consumers are 
spending money but com¬ 
panies have a wide range 
of potential problems 
heading into the second 
ha If of the yea r, he sa id. 
ABOVE THE FOLD: USA To¬ 
day owner Gannett surged 
18.4% following media re¬ 
ports that it is considering 
a combination with Gate- 
House Media. The reports 
come two months after the 
Gannett's shareholders re¬ 
buffed an attempt to over¬ 
throw its board by MNG 
Enterprises, also known as 
Digital First Media. 
COMMODITIES: Benchmark 
U.S. crude oil climbed 33 
cents, or 0.6% to settle at 
$55.63 after being down 
earlier in the day. It moved 
higher after Iran's Revolu¬ 
tionary Guard said it has 
seized a British oil tanker 
that was passing through 
the Strait of Hormuz. 

Brent crude, the interna¬ 
tional standard, rose 54 
cents, orO.9% to $62.47 per 
barrel.Q 


Bud we iser brewer sells Australian unit to pay off debt 


BRUSSELS (AP) — AB Inbev, 
the world's biggest brewer 
with brands like Budweiser 
and Corona, said Friday it 
is selling its unit in Australia 
to reduce debt after it de¬ 
cided against listing shares 
in Asia. 

The company is selling Carl¬ 
ton & United Breweries for 
$16 billion AUD ($11.3 bil¬ 
lion) to J apanese rival Asa- 
hi Group. 

AB Inbev, which is based 
in Belgium, said it will use 
almost all the money from 
the dealto paydown debt. 


The company hasaccrued 
a mountain of debt-about 
$100 billion - after going on 
an acquisition spree, in¬ 
cluding buying Anheuser- 
Busch in 2008 and its next 
closest rival, SABMiller, in 
2015. The SABMiller deal, 
which wasworth some $107 
billion at the time, gave the 
company broader reach 
in fast-growing markets in 
Asia and Africa at a time 
when consumerswere shift¬ 
ing toward smaller brands 
like microbrews. 

It gave it almost a third of 


the global beer market 
and put established brands 
that had formerly been ri¬ 
vals under the same roof - 
American icons Budweiser 
and Miller, for example. 

AB Inbev has sought to 
shed some brands to slim 
down its debt load and 
had planned to list some 
shares on the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange to further 
bolster its finances. But it 
said this month that it no 
longer planned to list those 
shares due to tough market 
conditions.Q 





In this Thursday, March 3, 2011 file photo, a man walks pastthe 
AB InBev logos, in Leuven, Belgium. 

Associated Hess 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Major TV 
network 
4 On the move 
9 Betelgeuse, for 
one 

13 Cries of 
disapproval 

15 Make points 

16 Big bother 

17 On_; offered at 

a reduced price 

18 Aspen attire 

19“Abbey_”; 

Beatles album 

20 ln_; all 
prepared 

22 American 
ND’s state 
trees 

23 Knights’titles 

24 “Son _ gun!” 

26 Stand up to 

29 Salve 

34 Slammer 

35 Walked the floor 

36 Natural 

37 Coolidge & 
Ripken 

38 Like a dull 
speaker’s 
audience 

39 Cheese similar to 
Camembert 

40 dos, tres... 

41 Word before 
beans or 
potatoes 

42 Piece of garlic 

43 Kept 

45 Guffawed 

46 Approval 

47 Tropical tree 

48 Drain problem 

51 As stated by 

56 Easy stride 

57 Racket 

58 Christmas carol 

60 Think 
contemplate 

61 Musical 
symbols 

62 Hurricane wind 

63 Animal 
enclosures 

64 Open-eyed 

65 FDR’s 
successor 
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DOWN 

1 Stomach 
muscles 

2 Tusked beast 

3 “Old King _ 
was a merry old 
soul...” 

4 Have high hopes 

5 MRIs & others 

6 Skedaddled 

7 Irritates 

8 Thought logically 

9 Creek 

10 Saw or wrench 

11 Actor West 

12 Curtain holders 
14 Spring & 

summer 

21 Slipped back 
problem 

25 Floral wire 
service 

26 Happen 

27 Flier 

28 TV tryout 

29 Rowed 

30 Bumped off 

31 Mistake 

32 Unsuspecting 

33 Durable cloth 
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35 Jab 48 Clippety-_ 

38 Colorful kerchief 49 Elvis’ Me 

39 Pointing the Tender” 

finger at 50 Unlocked 

41 Short life sketch 52 Weather forecast 

42 Common ailment 53 Point out 

44 Enrages 54 Ham’s dad 

45 Most unusual 55 Becomes firm 

47 Baffling question 59 Allow 
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Roc ket-sized shark squirts glowing 
c louds from poc kets 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A 

pocket-sized pocket shark 
found in the Gulf of Mexico 
hastumed out to be a new 
species 

And the mysterious pouch¬ 
es that it's named for, up 
near its front fins? Scientists 
say they squirt little glowing 
clouds into the ocean. 
Researchers from around 
the Gulf and in New York 
have named the species 
the American pocketshark, 
or Mollisquama (mah-lihs- 
KWAH-muh) mississippiensis 
(M ISS-ih-sip-ee-EHN-sis). 

It's only the third out of 
more than 500 known shark 
species that may squirt lu¬ 
minous liquid, said R. Dean 
Grubbs, a Florida State Uni¬ 
versity scientist who was not 
involved in the research. He 
said the other two are the 
previously known pocket 
sha rk a nd the ta illig ht sha rk 
, which has a similar gland 
near its tail. 

'You have this tiny little 
bulbous luminescent shark 
cruising around in the 
world's oceans and we 
know nothing a bout them," 
said Grubbs, the immedi¬ 
ate past president of the 
American Elasmobranch 
Society — scientists who 
study sharks, skates and 
rays. "It shows us how little 
we actually know." 

Uke the only other pocket 
shark known to science — 
a 16-inch (400-millimeter) 
adult female found in the 
Pacific Ocean off Peru — 
this 5.6-inch (142-millimeter) 
newborn male fished out of 
the Gulf has a pouch next 
to each front fin. But with 
this one, scientists figured 
out what they're for. 

The muscular glands are 
lined with pigment-cov¬ 
ered fluorescent projec¬ 
tions, indicating they squirt 
luminous liquid, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration ichthyologist 
MarkGrace and hiscollab- 
oratons wrote in the journal 
"ZDotaxa." The shark also 
ha sc lusters of lig ht-emitting 
cells dotted on its belly. 
That makes it likely the one 
caught in 1979 and now 
in a Russian museum was 
also a light-squirter with 


a bio luminescent abdo¬ 
men, though fourdecades 
pickled in formaldehyde 
probably have made it im¬ 
possible to tell, Grace said 
Friday. 

The luminescence might 
conceal the shark from 
prey or from predators, he 
said. Differences between 
the two specimens include 
a possible pressure-sensitive 
organ that the new species 
could use to detect motion 
hundredsof feet away and 
some differences in the 
teeth, the scientists wrote. 
The new species may also 
have as many as 10 fewer 
vertebrae than the other 
one, called Mollisquama 
parini. 

Grace, who is based in Pas¬ 
cagoula, Mississippi, said 
the baby shark was among 
specimens collected dur¬ 
ing a 2010 survey to find out 
what Gulf of Mexico sperm 
whales eat by trawling in 
an area and at a depth 
where tagged whales had 
been feeding. 

He had spent three years 
identifying the collected 
specimens, and this one, 
still showing an umbilical 
scar, was in the last bag he 
opened. "I've been in sci¬ 
ence about 40 years. ... I 
can usually make a pretty 
good guess" about a ma¬ 
rine animal's identity, he 
said. "I couldn't with this 
one." Grace said it took a 
while to convince himself 



that he had something un¬ 
usual: "I figured I was doing 
something wrong." 

He called Tulane University 
scientists saying, "Look, I've 
got some really unusual 
deep-water stuff I want to 
archive in your collection 
, including a shark I can't 
identify." Scientists at the 
American Museum of Nat¬ 
ural History in New York and 
the University of Florida's 
Florida Museum of Natural 
History also became col¬ 
laborators. 

A 2015 paper identified 
the shark as the second of 
its kind. It took years more, 
including high-resolution 
scans in the particle accel- 
eratorin Grenoble, France, 
to get more internal detail, 
to be sure itwasa new spe¬ 
cies. Another European ex¬ 
pert, J ulien Claes, did cellu¬ 
lar dissection of a bit of the 
pocket tissue to confirm its 
function. □ 
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Giant Hawaii telescope to foe us on big unknowns of univeise 



In this Sunday, J uly 14* 2019, file photo, a telescope atthe summit of Mauna Kea, Hawaii's tallest 
mountain is viewed. 

Associated Press 


By AUDREY McAVOY 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — Is there 
life on planets outside our 
solar system? How did stars 
and galaxies form in the 
earliest years of the uni¬ 
verse? How do black holes 
shape galaxies? 

Scientists are expected to 
explore those and other 
fundamental questions 
about the universe when 
they peer deep into the 
night sky using a new tele¬ 
scope planned forthe sum¬ 
mit of Ha wa ii'sta llest moun- 
tain. 

But the Thirty Meter Tele¬ 
scope is a decade away 
from being built. And Na¬ 
tive Hawaiian protesters 
have tried to thwart the 
start of construction by 
blocking a road to the 
mountain. Ihey say install¬ 
ing yet another observa¬ 
tory on Mauna Kea's peak 
would furtherdefile a place 
they considersacred. 
Activists have fought the 
$1.4 billion telescope but 
the state Supreme Court 
has ruled it can be built. 
The latest protests could be 
the final stand against it. 
Here's a look at the tele¬ 
scope project and some of 
the science it'sexpected to 
produce. 

WHY WOULD THE TELESCOPE 
BE MORE POWERFUL? 

"fhe large size of the tele¬ 
scope's minor means it 
would collect more light, 
allowing it to see faint, far¬ 
away objects such as stars 
and galaxies dating back 
as long as 13 billion years. 
The telescope gets its 
name from the size of the 
minor, which will be 30 me¬ 
ters (98 feet) in diameter. 
That's three times as wide 
as the world's largest exist¬ 
ing visible-light telescope. 
Adaptive optics would cor¬ 
rect the blurring effects of 
the Earth's atmosphere. 

The telescope would be 
more than 200 times more 


sensitive than current tele- 
scopesand able to resolve 
objects 12 times better 
than the Hubble Space 
Telescope, said Christophe 
Dumas, head ofoperations 
for the Thirty Meter Tele¬ 
scope. 

WHAT RESEARCH WOULD 
THE TELESCOPE DO? 

— Distant planets During 
the past 20 years, astrono¬ 
mers have discovered it 
is common for planets to 
orbit other stars in the uni¬ 
verse. But they don't know 
much about what those 
planets— called extrasolar 
planets or exop la nets — 
are like. The new telescope 
would allow scientists to 
determine whethertheirat- 


mospheres contain water 
vapor or methane which 
might indicate the pres¬ 
ence of life. 

"Forthe first time in history 
we will be capable of de¬ 
tecting extraterrestrial life," 
Dumas said. 

Dumas said the new tele¬ 
scope would use special 
optics to suppress the light 
of stars. He compared the 
technique to blocking a 
bright street light in the 
distance with your thumb 
then seeing insects circling 
in the fa inter light below. 

— Black holes. Black holes 
at the center of most gal¬ 
axies are so dense that 
nothing, not even light, can 
escape their gravitational 
pull. 

Andrea Ghez, a University 
of California, Los Angeles 
physics and astronomy 
professor who discovered 
our galaxy's black hole, 
said scientists believe black 
holes play a fundamental 
role in how galaxies are 
formed and evolve. 

But so far astro no mens have 


only been able to observe 
this dynamic in detail in 
the M ilky Wa y bee a use the 
next g a la xy is 100 times fa r- 
theraway. 

The Thirty Meter Telescope 
would enable scientists to 
study more galaxies and 
more blackholesin greater 
detail. 

It may also help them un¬ 
derstand gravity. Those 
who doubtthe importance 
should note that GPSen- 
abled maps on cellphones 
rely on Einstein's theories 
a bout gravity. 

'We think of these things as 
esoteric. But in fact, in the 
long run, they have pro¬ 
found impacts on our lives," 
Ghez said. 

—Dark matter and dark 
energy. Humans see only 
a bout 4 percent of all mat¬ 
ter in the universe, Dumas 
said. Dark energy makes 
up about three-quarters 
and dark matter the rest. 
Neithercan be seen. 

'We have no idea what 
dark matter is and no idea 
what dark energy is. That's 


a big dilemma in today's 
world," Dumassaid. 
Because mass deforms 
space and light, Dumas 
said the new telescope 
would make it possible to 
measure how dark matter 
influences lig ht. 

It could do this by studying 
light from far-away galax¬ 
ies The light would take 
different paths to the tele¬ 
scope, generating different 
imagesofthe same object. 
VUHY MAUNA KEA? 

The weather at the summit 
of Mauna Kea tends to be 
ideal for viewing the skies 
At nearly 14,000 feet, its 
pea k is norma lly a bove the 
clouds Being surrounded 
by the ocean means air 
flows tend to be smoother 
and it has the driest atmo¬ 
sphere of any of the candi¬ 
date sites 

The mountain is already 
home to 13 other tele¬ 
scopes. 

Ghez used the Keck Ob¬ 
servatory there to find our 
galaxy's black hole. Other 
discoveries credited to 
those sites over the years 
include the first images of 
exop la nets and the detec¬ 
tion of 'Oumuamua, the 
first object from interstellar 
space, which turned out to 
be a comet from a distant 
star system. 

NEXT GENERATION TELE¬ 
SCOPES 

Two othergiant telescopes 
are being built in Chile, 
which also has excellent 
c o nd itio ns fo r a stro no my. 
The European Extremely 
Large Telescope will have 
a primary mirror measuring 
39 meters, or 128 feet, in di¬ 
ameter. The Giant Magel¬ 
lan Telescope's mirror will 
be 24.5 meters, or 80 feet, 
in diameter. 

The Thirty Meter Telescope 
is the only one expected 
to be built in the Northern 
Hemisphere. Because dif¬ 
ferent spots on Earth look 
outon different partsof the 
sky, the next-generation 
ground telescopes will en¬ 
sure scientists are able to 
see the entire universe. 

The universities and na¬ 
tional observatories behind 
the Thirty Meter Telescope 
have selected Spain's Ca¬ 
nary Islands as a backup 
site in case they are unable 
to build in HawaiiO 
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Labnnth on working with Reyonce: She's a perfectionist 


NEW YORK (AP) — British 
singer-songwriter-producer 
Labrinth knew what he was 
in for when he learned he 
wasaboutto work with Be- 
yonce: "She's a perfection¬ 
ist and she's a Virgo, like my 
wife. Virgosare serious per¬ 
fectionists" 

"I was like, 'I know what I'm 
in for and I like that,"' he 
added. 

The Grammy-nominated 
musician, bom limothy 
McKenzie, worked on the 
pop icon's newest song, 
"Spirit," from the new "Lion 
King" film, where she voic¬ 
es the character Nala. 
Labrinth said he and co¬ 
writer Ilya Salmanzadeh, 
who has crafted a num¬ 
ber of Top 10 hits for Ari- 
ana Grande, were working 
on tracks for the film and 
hoped they'd come up 
with something Beyonce 
could connectto. 

"We kind of sent a rough 
demo over to her. She 
heard the song and she 
loved the vibe. She was 
like, 'OK, I'm going to get in 
on it with you.' She started 



Ibis J une 25, 2019 file photo shows British singer-songwriter-pioducer labrinth at the Serpentine 
Gallery Summer fteity in London. 

Associated Press 


helping us write the rest of 
the record,"Labrinth said in 
an interview from London 
on Wednesday. "It was just 
like, This is incredible. It was 
just one of those moments 
where it was like, 'OK, I think 


God's blessing me now.'" 
"Spirit" was released last 
week and appears on 
two albums: Ihe new "Lion 
King" soundtrack as well as 
'The Lion King: The Gift," a 
Beyonce-produced album 


featuring songs inspired 
by the film. 'The Gift," out 
Friday, includes collabo¬ 
rations with Jay-£ Blue Ivy 
and Kendrick Lamar, as 
well as African artists such 
asTiwa Savage and Buma 


Boy. 

Labrinth, who has six Top 
10 hits in the United King¬ 
dom and hasproduced for 
the Weeknd, Rihanna, Ed 
Sheeran and Nicki Minaj, 
said he was impressed with 
Beyonee's attention to de¬ 
tail and human spirit when 
working together. 

"She cared about every¬ 
thing that was in the re¬ 
cord. She cared about 
what piano we were go¬ 
ing to use. Is there enough 
bass? Not many artists care 
that much," he said. "Also, 
just the way she treated us 
as well. A lot of a rtists in her 
position, they can be divas 
and they can be hard to 
deal with. Her energy and 
the messages she sent to 
us in terms of saying thank 
you for contributing to The 
Lion King' — she sent really 
beautiful messages. I was 
really kind of surprised to 
see that someone in her 
position still has that humil¬ 
ity. Forme that'swhen I was 
like, 'She's got all the re¬ 
spect from me in the world 
that I can give. "□ 


Gina Tomes steps into the spotlight with 'Suits' spinoff 



ThisJuly 17,2019 photo shows actress Gina Torres poses for a portrait in New York to promote her 
"Suits" spin-off series "Feaison." 

Associated Press 


By AUCIA RANCIUO 
Associated ness 
NEWYORK(AP) — Gina Tor¬ 
res used to wonder about 
the back story of her "Suits" 
c ha racter,J essica Pearson. 
The character was the co¬ 
founder and boss of the 
law firm atthe centerof the 
show, but that was about 
all that was known. 

Torres wondered: "'She 
doesn't have family, she 
doesn't have people. 
When are we gonna meet 
her people? What's gonna 
happen? When are we 
gonna getto know more of 
the woman?"' 

Torres' questions are an¬ 
swered in the new spinoff, 
"Pearson ," that premiered 
Wednesday on USA. 

As the show begins, Pear¬ 
son has been disbarred 
and can no longer prac¬ 
tice law. She relocates 
from New York to Chicago 
where she's hired asthe un¬ 
official fixer for the mayor, 
who is married, but involved 
with the city attorney. 

"Pea rson" is "not Suits 2.0. It's 
not Suits J r.," Torres said. It's 


not a legal series or a pro¬ 
cedural and is different in 
tone from 'Suits" 

"I like to call it a legacy 
show because clearly I 


come from the world of 
'Suits,' but it's a very, very 
different animal," she said. 
"It's not a different J essica, 
it's just more of J essica in a 


place of evolving. She's sort 
of questioning her choices, 
she's looking forward to 
what she wants to do and 
there's still more to accom¬ 


plish." 

Torres also serves as an ex¬ 
ecutive producer, a role 
that has been one of her 
careergoals. 

And as Torres embarks on 
this new chapter, it seems 
surreal that her former co- 
star Meghan Markle is now 
the Duchess of Sussex, one 
ofthe mostfamouswomen 
in the world. 

"It'sweird and atthe same 
time I don't think a lot of 
people sort of take into 
account that you're hav¬ 
ing the exact same experi¬ 
ence that everyone else is 
having,"Tones said. 

She said the public doesn't 
want to know about the 
person she worked with, 
but, instead, hascreated a 
character that is separate 
from reality.That'sthe weird 
part, she said, 'the dehu¬ 
manization of celebrity and 
fame." 

"I often say that Michelle 
Obama is my best friend in 
my head (but) I know it's in 
my head," she said laugh¬ 
ing. "I'm clear that's what's 
happening.'□ 
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The Chain 1 isa mid-life hit for novelist Adrian McKirrty 


By HILLELITAUE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — With his 
novel 'The Chain" headed 
forpublishing best-seller lists 
and summer packing lists, 
Adrian McKinty can now 
laugh as he remembers an 
old and 'failed"novel. 

"I was in Mexico City, try¬ 
ing to write about Trotsky, 
the assassination of Trotsky, 
and it wasn't going well," 
says McKinty, enjoying a 
beerduring a recent after¬ 


noon interview at a cafe in 
Manhattan. "It was such a 
hackneyed premise. There 
had been any number of 
books on this. I was strug¬ 
gling to find an original spin 
and there was nothing." 

But around the same time, 
he had an idea fora very 
different book, what be¬ 
came 'The Chain." 

'While I was in Mexico City 
I learned about this bizame 
kidnapping business where 
a criminal gang will kidnap 
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one of your family mem¬ 
bers," he says "And while 
you're raising the ransom 
to pay off the kidnappers 
you can arrange to be 
swapped out for this more 
vulnerable memberofyour 
family. They swap you for 
your grandmother and 
meanwhile the rest of the 
family raises money foryour 
ransom. It's like a business." 
In 'The Chain," a woman 
learns that her daughter 
has been abducted and 
that she can only get her 
back by kidnapping some¬ 
one in turn. McKinty's novel, 
which has just been pub¬ 
lished and was already in 
Amazon.corn's top 100, ar¬ 
rived with blurbs from Ste¬ 
phen King, Dennis LeHane 
and many others The nov¬ 
el was acquired by Little, 
Brown and Company's 
Mulholland imprint in a re¬ 
ported six-figure, two-book 
deal and, forfilm rights, by 
Paramount Pictures in a re¬ 
ported seven-figure deal. 
'The Chain"hasbeen trans¬ 
lated into more than 20 lan¬ 
guages. 

McKinty, 51, isa late bloom¬ 
er who two years ago was 
driving an Uberand think¬ 
ing seriously of giving up on 
writing. He is new to most 
readers of 'The Chain," but 
he hasbeen an acclaimed 
crime authorformore than 
a decade, often drawing 
upon his native Belfast and 
the 'troubles" of the 1980s 
His previous novels include 
the "Michael Forsythe" tril¬ 
ogy and the "Sean Duffy" 
series, and have brought 
him such honors as an Ed¬ 
gar Award and the Ned 
Kelly Award. His first book, 
"Dead I May Well Be," was 
optioned by Universal Pic¬ 
tures 

Josh Kendall, executive 
editor of Mulholland, had 
been a fan and said read¬ 
ing 'The Chain"reduced his 
brain to "pure experience." 
"I thought that Adrian McK¬ 
inty, who'd written many 
wonderful crime novels full 
of humor, wit, color and 
tension, had written the 
perfect thriller," Kendell told 
the AP. 

The low point of McKinty's 
career is well document¬ 
ed, by McKinty. The film of 
"Dead I May Well Be" never 
happened, his books were 



This cover image released by little. Brown and Co. shows 'The 
Chain," by Adrian McKinty. 

Associated Press 


selling poorly and McKinty 
felt himself out of ideas. In a 
blog post from March 2017, 
he announced that he, his 
wife and two daughters 
had been evicted from 
their house outside of Mel¬ 
bourne, Australia. 

'This is depressing for all of 
us because it's the house 
my kids have grown up 
in," he wrote. "I imagine it's 
going to be pretty stressful 
over the next few weeks 
looking for a new place 
for us and the kids so I'm 
going to be taking a blog¬ 
ging break and reassess¬ 
ing things a la my writing 
career. I think it's probably 
time for me to go back to 
working full time until we're 
a bit more settled." 

His comeback was un¬ 
planned, and began with¬ 
out his knowledge. His 
friend Don Winslow, author 
of 'The Cartel" and other 
novels, begged him not to 
give up and promised to 
contact his agent, Shane 
Salerno, who had helped 
revive Winslow's own ca¬ 
reer. 

"Adrian's story was my sto¬ 


ry," Winslow told the AP. 
"I was writing books that 
were, in all modesty, get¬ 
ting rave reviews and a loy¬ 
al, butnotlarge readership. 
When they start calling you 
a cult writer it's like taking a 
vow of poverty. So I could 
really relate to Adrian's ex¬ 
perience." 

Two weeks later, past mid¬ 
night in Australia, McKinty's 
phone rang. ItwasSalemo, 
the first of several after- 
hours calls. 

"I promised him that if he 
would listen to me and trust 
me that I would change 
his sales track and career," 
Salerno says. 

But McKinty was exhaust¬ 
ed. "I had had a really, 
really complicated day," 
he says, "and he's pitch¬ 
ing this whole enterprise to 
me. I said, 'Look Shane, this 
sounds wonderful. I'm in a 
different place now. I'm a 
teacher and I'm an Uber 
driver." 

He hung up on him. Salemo 
called again. McKinty hung 
up again. Salemo called a 
third time. "He gives me his 
best shot," McKinty says. □ 
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Swiss celebrate once-in-a-generation winegrowers' festival 



People take paitofthe "Fete des Vigneions" (winegrowers' festival in Rench), parade during the 
official opening parade prior to the first representation and crowning ceremony inVevey, Switzer¬ 
land, Ihutsday, J uly 18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


VEVEY, Switzerland (AP) — 

Swiss residents and tourists 
alike are partying like they 
haven't since 1999. 

The town of Vevey has 
kicked off the 12th "Fete 
des Vignerons," or Wine¬ 
makers Festival, the latest 
installment in a centuries- 
old tradition of celebrating 
vineyard workers — which 
nowadays takes place only 
once a generation. 

Festival organizers have 
pulled out the stops for 
the celebration in Vevey, 
a lakeside town near Swit¬ 
zerland's famous terraced 
vineyards that are listed 
as a UNESCO World Heri¬ 
tage site. In 2016, the U.N. 
cultural agency classified 
the festival itself as part of 
the "intangible cultural heri¬ 
tage" of Switze ria nd. 

Among the big-ticket items 
in the 100 million Swiss franc 
($100 million) budget for 
the festival is a purpose- 
built arena — big enough 
to hold 20,000 people, or 
more than the entire town's 
population. Towering over 
Lake Geneva, the venue 


is hosting an Olympics- or 
Super Bowl-style show with 
dancers, music and other 
festivities. As ma ny a s a mil- 
lion people are expected 
in Vevey while the festival 
runsthrough Aug. 11. 
Above all, it's a colorful, 


timeless celebration of 
Swiss-ness tied up in a festi¬ 
val forwinegrowers. People 
dress in costumes to rep¬ 
resent facets of life in the 
vineyards: insects like ants 
and grasshoppers; or pests 
like raisin-pecking starlings; 


young lovers frolicking 
among the vines; droughts 
and storms that confound 
winegrowers. 

During the kickoff parade 
on Thursday, kids in but¬ 
terfly or ladybug costumes 
marched through town, 


while marching band play¬ 
ers took a break from the 
Swiss sunshine with glasses 
more often filled with cold 
beerthan wine. 

This year, organizersare go¬ 
ing high-tech with what's 
billed as the world's largest 
outdoor LED-lit stage. 

"It's been 20 years that 
we've been waiting for 
this moment now, and it's 
crazy!" said Vevey native 
Fanny Rupp, a 31-year-old 
physical therapist wearing 
a wide-brimmed and tradi¬ 
tional dress 

With an arm draped over 
her father's shoulder, they 
sang a few bars of the 
festival anthem "Ranz des 
Vaches"—a nostalgia-rich 
Alpine song popularized 
by 18th-century Geneva 
philosopher Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau. 

Some 5,500 dancers, actors 
and extras are working at 
the festival, which features 
parades, music and lots 
of alcohol consumption. 
But the centerpiece is the 
awardsgiven to winegrow¬ 
ing stand outsO 


Painting, stolen by Nazi soldier, is bac k in Florence museum 



Hie "Vase of Howets" painting by Jan van Huysum, is unveiled during a ceremony at the Pftti Pal¬ 
ace, paitofthe Uffizi Galleries, in Hotence, Italy, Riday, J uly 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
FLORENCE, Italy (AP) — A 

Dutch still-life painting, sto¬ 
len by retreating Nazis and 
sent by a German soldier 
as a present to his wife, 
came back to a Florence 
museum on Friday, thanks 
largely to a relentless cam¬ 
paign by the Uffizi Galleries' 
director, a German. 

The foreign ministers of 
German and Italy were on 
hand Friday at Palazzo Pitti, 
a Renaissance palace that 
is pa rt of the Uffizi G a lie lies, 
for the unveiling of "Flower 
Vase," a masterpiece by 
Jan van Huysum, an early 
18th-century artist whose 
exquisitely detailed still-life 
works were highly sought in 
his day. 

Uffizi director Eike Schmidt 
earlier this year urged his 
native country to return the 
work. He had posted on 
a gallery wall three labels 
where the painting had 
hung before being taken 
during World Warll: 'Stolen," 
the labels read in Italian, 
English and German. 

His homeland, Schmidtsaid 


at the time, had a "moral 
duty"to return the work. 
Italian Foreign MinisterEnzo 
Moavero hailed the "civic 
and moral courage of a 
German directorof an Ital¬ 
ian museum" in pursuing 


the painting's return. As did 
his German counterpart, 
Moavero hailed the hap¬ 
py ending, saying it was 
achieved through "real 
Europeanism, of concrete 
facts" and not just words. 


He revealed to reporters 
that the painting's return 
was discussed, among 
other matters, during bilat¬ 
eral talks between Italy and 
Germany. 

"Flower Vase" is so realistic 


it has been likened to a 
photograph. Van Huysum 
used a magnifying glass to 
study his subjects Ripples 
are visible in insects' trans¬ 
parent wings, to name just 
o ne striking d eta il o n the re¬ 
turned painting. 

The painting was acquired 
in 1824 by a grand duke of 
the Habsburg-Lorraine dy¬ 
nasty, which followed the 
Medic is in residing in the 
palace in Florence. 

Shortly after the outbreak 
ofWorid Warll,the palace's 
artworks were packed for 
safekeeping into wooden 
crates and moved from 
villa to villa. When the Ger¬ 
many army was retreating, 
the crates were added to 
other war booty and even¬ 
tually ended up in Bolzano, 
an Alpine city near Austria. 
There the crate containing 
"Flower Vase" was opened, 
and in J uly 1944, a German 
soldier sent the painting to 
his wife in Germany. 

Minister Moavero quoted 
the soldier as writing instruc- 
tionsto hiswife to "put it in a 
gilded fra me.'O 
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